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Baptists  share  faith  in 
refugee  camps,  Jordan 


By  Erich  Bridges 


^  REFUGEES  IN  JORDAN  —  Thousands 

V  of  refugees  have  flooded  into  Joitfan  to 

escape  occupied  from 

top  left,  Jordanian  Baptists  gather  almost 
Amman  to 

j  I  loaves  of  pita  bread  to  make  sandwiches 

L  -  .  I  tor  refugees,  and  to  share  their  faith;  a 

^HT  Bangladeshi  refugee  enjoys  the  rare  lux- 

->  ■  ■>*'  ,  uries  soap  and  water  a  camp  near 

^  V  toe  Jordan-lraq  boarder;  hungry  Asian 

V  refugees  swarm  over  a 

Bj^jJyyjr  tog  water  and  food  to  a  camp  near  Jor- 

dan’s  border  a  Philippirte 

'^togee  participates  in  a  musical  worship 

I  Baptist  school  in 

^  Southern  Baptist  worker  Gerry  Milligan 

distributes  medicine  and  provides  other 

Tens  of  thousands  of  Filipinos,  Sri  Lankans,  Bangladeshis  and  other  Asian  aid  for  refugees  at  the  Amman  Baptist 
contract  workers  have  joined  the  vast  human  wave  washing  across  Kuwait  School  in  Jordan.  Southern  Baptist 
and  Iraq  to  escape  possible  death  from  war,  tliirst  or  starvation.  They  flee  workers  in  Jordan  have  provided  mat- 
Kuwait  through  the  searing  desert  to  Jordan,  where  they  wait  for  planes  to  tresses,  blankets,  and  medicine,  in  part 


take  them  home.  Many  languish  in  outdoor  camps,  where  they  are  exposed  from  their  own  pockets.  Southern  Baptist 
to  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  cold  of  the  desert  night.  relief  funds  are  also  helping.  (BP  Photos 

But  hundreds  of  Philippine  refugees  have  found  shelter  in  the  gymnasium  by  Don  Rutledge) 
of  the  Baptist  school  in  Amman,  Jordan.  Southern  Baptist  workers  in  Jor¬ 
dan  provided  mattresses,  blankets  and  medicine  —  in  jpart  with  money  from  ^ 

their  own  pockets.  Southern  Baptist  relief  funds  also  are  helping.  Jor^nian  .  '  _ 

Baptists,  other  Christians,  students  at  the  scho<^,  and  the  Philippine  embassy  I  L.  ^  I 

are  providing  food.  I 

Jordanian  Baptists  also  prepare  thousands  of  sandwiches  almost  daily  and 
deliver  them  to  other  refugees  in  the  city.  The  effort  not  only  helps  refugees 
but  gives  Baptists  new  opportunities  to  spread  their  faith.  \m 

“You’re  different,”  a  refugee  camp  official  told  a  Jmxlanian  Baptist  volunteer.  I9 
The  Baptist  had  delivered  clean,  neatly  wrapped  meals  to  the  camp,  in  con-  I '  jtf] 

trast  to  unsanitary  boxes  of  food  brought  by  some  other  groups.  Another  Bap-  I 
tist  took  food  to  refugees  to  Muslim  mosques.  One  Muslim  religous  leader 
received  the  aid  with  enthusiasm;  ottwrs  reacted  with  open-mouthed 

At  the  Baptist  school.  Southern  Baptist  workers  Gerry  and  Arylis  Milligan,  I 
both  nurses,  distribute  medicine,  give  injections  and  help  school  physician 
Magady  Hanna  care  for  ill  Philippine  refugees.  Volunteers  with  the  Filipino 
Chi^tian  Fellowship  in  Jordan  come  each  night  to  hold  worship  services  with 
music,  preaching  or  Christian  films.  Between  30  and  40  refugees  have  become 
Christians  throi^  the  ministry,  according  to  volunteer  Manolo  Quiambao.  - 

Unfortunately,  Baptists  can  accommodate  no  more  than  200  refugees.  Water 
alone  for  refugees  tlwre  cost  $50 a  day ;  medicine,  $100.  Food  rationing  already 

has  begun  for  Jordanians,  so  food  is  becoming  harder  to  find.  ^PPpl^^H  ^HIpppIliiiiJ 

What  will  happen  if  the  crisis  becomes  a  long-term  one? 

“I  pray  it  wpn’t,”  said  Milligan.  Hi 

Bridges  writes  for  F'MB.  ^P^h^jPI^PQ^q^P^^^^PP 
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Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 

A  dual  alignment 


As  the  weeks  pass  by,  the  actions 
and  decisions  of  the  3,000  or  so 
Southern  Baptists  meeting  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  in  late  Au^t  become  more  signifi¬ 
cant.  There  are  two  reasons.  The  first 
is  that  those  folks  do  not  want  to  leave 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and 
they  don’t  have  to  do  that.  The  second 
is  that  a  “fellowship”  was  establish¬ 
ed  to  give  them  a  reason  for  being  and 
to  help  them  find  ways  of  ministering 
in  a  hostile  environment. 

If  a  meeting  of  moderate  sym¬ 
pathizers  last  week  in  Jackson  is  any 
indication,  very  few  of  the  moderates, 
if  any,  want  to  form  a  new  convention. 
They  are  Southern  Baptists  because 
of  conviction,  even  though  the  conven¬ 
tion  may  have  moved  away  from 
them ;  and  thc^  want  to  stay  Swthem 
Baptists.  Their  dilemma  is  in  trying 
to  determine  how  to  minister  in  a 
hostile  environment  and  how  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  institutions  they  have 
formed  and  suppmted  when  they  have 
no  control  of  how  funds  are  allocated 
within  the  Southern  Baptist  op«tition. 

Unwittingly,  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  may  have  provided  the 
answer  during  its  meeting  last  month. 
The  committee  addressed  the  issue  of 
dual  alignment  of  churches.  The  com¬ 
mittee  came  to  thelinly  conclusion 
possible:  there  is  no  way  to  keep  chur¬ 


ches  from  being  dually  aligned.  There 
are  too  many  dually  align^  churches 
already. 

Many  black  churches  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
framework  are  dually  aligned  with 
National  Baptist  or  Progressive  Bap¬ 
tist  bodies.  Many  Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  the  Washington  area  and 
elsewhere  are  dually  aligned  with 
American  Baptists,  and  have  been  for 
years.  In  Texas,  Hispanic  churches 
are  dually  aligned  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  state’s 
Mexican  Baptist  Convention. 

Those  moderate  Southern  Baptists 
who  have  found  themselves  in  kinship 
with  the  group  which  met  in  Atlanta 
have  been  asking  themselves  some 
very  serious  questions.  The  major 
concern  has  b^n  the  support  of  in¬ 
stitutions  and  missions  proems,  and 
a  corollary  concern  has  been  how  to 
effect  that  support.  Many  have  felt, 
with  regret,  that  a  new  convention 
would  the  only  choice. 

The  fellowship  may  provide  their 
answer,  and  it  may  not.  Tliat  remains 
to  be  seen.  TTiey  may  finally  decide 
that  their  only  choice  is  a  new  conven¬ 
tion.  They  don’t  have  to  give  up  being 
Southern  Baptists,  however.  They  can 
work  out  dual  alignment. 

With  the  fellowship  concept  in¬ 


dividuals  would  be  able  to  participate 
without  entire  churches  making  com¬ 
mitments.  There  would  never  be 
much  strength,  however,  unless  the 
weight  of  churches  were  to  be  thrown 
behind  the  movement. 

There  are  many  serious  and  sear¬ 
ching  questions  being  asked.  Dual 
alignment  may  help  to  answer  some 
of  them.  Under  ^at  concept  the 
Southern  Baptists  of  moderate  per¬ 
suasion  could  continue  to  attend  the 
Southern  Baptist  conventions  and  par¬ 
ticipate  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
allowed.  They  could  still  vote,  and  they 
could  still  nominate  their  choices  for 
office.  They  might  continue  to  lose, 
but  they  would  be  on  the  scene.  The 
fundamentalists  lost  for  a  long  time 
before  their  determination  be^n  to 
make  itself  known. 

The  biggest  question  of  all  would 
continue  to  nag  at  everyone.  Would 
reconciliation  ever  be  possible?  That 
is  not  likely.  Only  the  moderates 
desire  reconciliation.  The  fundamen¬ 
talists,  who  hold  the  key  to  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  are  not  interested. 

Even  if  the  moderates  were  to  effect 
political  dominance  once  again,  there 
never  would  be  a  time  awin  when  the 
two  philosophical  and  ideological 
camps  are  not  in  place. 

Even  if  the  two  camps  were  to  split 


into  two  groups,  however,  there  would 
continue  to  be  differences  to  some 
degree  in  both  of  the  continuing 
groups.  It  is  a  Baptist  hallmark  that 
we  understand  and  accept  such 
differences. 

Moderates  can  enjoy  their 
“fellowship”  and  might  even  feel  they 
need  to  create  a  new  convention  to 


carry  out  their  wishes. 

They  don’t  have  to  give  up  their 
Southern  Baptist  heritage  and  in¬ 
terests,  however. 

For  one  thing,  their  pastors  could 
continue  to  participate  in  the  annui¬ 
ty  program.  And  that  is  a  mighty  big 
consideration. 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  Lord  is  everywhere! 


Immeasurable  impact 


Psalm  139:7-10  Whither  shall  I  go 
from  thy  spirit?  or  whither  shall  I  flee 
from  thy  presence?  If  I  ascend  up  in¬ 
to  heaven  thou  art  there;  If  I  make  my 
bed  in  hell,  behold  thou  art  there.  If 
I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and 
dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
sea;  even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead 
me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me. 

Sometimes  it  is  hard  for  the  finite 
mind  to  grasp  the  significance  of  and 
infinite,  omnipresent  God.  Witnessing 
to  the  cults  is  often  a  laborious  under¬ 
taking.  You  rarely  see  results  over¬ 
night.  I  had  led  several  who  were  in¬ 
volved  in  cults  and  eastern  religions 
to  see  that  Christ  was  the  answer.  But 
then  again,  as  an  Interfaith  Witness 
associate,  I  had  been  at  it  for  12  years. 
I  had  learned  firsthand  not  to  have  too 
high  an  expectation  when  starting  a 
witnessing  encounter  with  a  member 
involved  in  cults.  I  wasn’t  even  too  ex¬ 
cited  when  a  friend  called  me  at  6:30 
in  the  evening  wanting  to  know  what 
the  Mormons  believed.  I  told  my 
friend  that  I  would  put  some  things  in 
the  mail  as  well  as  some  witnessing 
guilddines  the  very  next  morning. 

“You  don’t  understand,”  he  said, 
■T’ve  got  him  in  my  office  right  now 
and  to  top  it  all  off  he  thinks  he’s  lost 
his  salvation.  I  need  to  know  right 
now.  What  do  I  say  to  him?” 

I  tried  to  explain  that  these  things 
took  time.  I  tried  to  reason  with  my 
friend  that,  as  a  Mormon,  the  young 
man  in  his  office  had  probabjy 
undergone  years  of  indoctrination  in 
the  Mormon  faith  which  would  take 


By  Cai7  Worthington  _ 

time  to  undo.  Despite  all  my  protesta¬ 
tions,  he  still  persisted  in  wanting  to 
know  exactly  what  to  say.  Sensing  the 
note  of  urgency  in  his  voice  I  said  a 
prayer  in  my  mind  and  seemed  to  be 
impressed  to  go  at  it  from  the  godhood 
an^e  Most  people  do  not  realize  that 
Mminons  are  taught  that  if  they  tithe, 
are  baptized,  and  follow  all  the 
teachings  of  their  leader,  they 
ultimately  expect  to  be  made  gods  one 
day.  If  the  Mormon  in  my  friend’s  of¬ 
fice  was  trying  to  tell  him  that  he 
couldn’t  achieve  the  highest  level  of 
heaven  (the  Mormons  believe  in 
three)  then  I  would  try  to  get  him  to 
see  that  godhood  is  never  promised  in 
the  Bible. 

Much  to  my  surprise,  my  friend  in¬ 
formed  me  that  was  precisely  what 
the  young  man  in  his  office  was  wor¬ 
ried  about.  I  told  my  friend  to  ask  him 
to  turn  to  (jenesis  3:5  and  tell  us  who 
Hrst  came  up  with  the  idea  of  godhood 
for  mortal  men.  The  message  was 
relayed  and  the  young  Morman  was 
shodeed.  He  hadn’t  realized  that  it  was 
Satan  who  first  came  up  with  the  idea. 

Prom  then  on  messages  were 
relayed  that  gave  the  truth  and  heart 
of  the  Gospel.  Eventually  that  yoimg 
Morman  ^ve  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ. 
The  more  I  thought  about  this 
witnessing  by  proxy  over  the  phone, 
the  more  rioiculous  it  seemed. 
Ridiculous  until  I  came  to  see  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  was  in  my  office 
and  that  of  my  friend  at  the  same 
time.  TVuly  there  is  no  place  one  can 
go  to  run  from  God.  He  really  is  om¬ 
nipresent.  His  message  can  even  be 


given  over  the  phone 
distance  at  that. 

Whither  shall  we  go  from  his  Spirit? 
Cary  Worthington,  is  pastor  of  Plea¬ 
sant  HitI  Church,  Quitman. 


The  impact  that  Chester  Swor  had 
on  the  lives  of  those  he  touched  is  im¬ 
measurable.  In  more  than  50  years  of 
line  —  long  lecturing  all  over  thd^world,  there  is 
no  way  that  the  total  number  of 
hearers  could  be  numbered.  And  he 
left  an  impression  on  everyone  who 
listened.  '■  - 

It  was  48  years  ago  that  I  first  heard 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

From  the  other  side 


It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  as 
pastOT  of  Baptist  churches  for  almost 
46  years  ana  more  years  as  director 
of  missions.  During  this  time,  one  of 
my  major  priorities  was  to  visit  those 
who  had  surgery.  I  alwaw  had  i»«yer 
with  them  and  sought  to  be  of  any  help 
I  could  give 

I  did  not  realize  the  full  significance 
of  this  ministry  until  the  dark  clouds 
hung  over  my  life.  The  blast  came 
when  the  doctor  said,  “You  have  a 
large  cancer  in  the  colon.”  That 
surgery  was  completed;  and  seven 
months  later  the  thunder  clouds 
returned  when  the  doctor  said,  “You 
have  cancer  of  the  liver.”  This  surgery 
was  completed  and  proved  to  be  far 
more  difficult  than  the  first.  In  the  in¬ 
tervening  period,  Leila  Mae  had  a  hip 
replacement. 

During  this  time,  a  glorious  thing 
happen^.  More  than  15  or  16  of  my 
friends  in  the  Lord’s  work  came  to 
minister  to  me.  Three  came  to 


By  Allen  O.  Webb 

Jackson  from  the  Gulf  Coast.  None 
stayed  more  than  10  or  15  minutes. 
That  was  long  enough.  There  were 
also  a  large  number  of  la^en  who 
came  by  to  undergird  me  when  these 
men  of  God  caught  my  hand  to  pray, 
it  was  even  as  if  they  also  reached  up 
to  take  hold  of  the  hand  of  God.  God’s 
{Mesence  was  there  just  as  real  as 
rays  of  sunshine  breaking  through  the 
black  clouds  of  a  storm.  There  was  a 
sense  of  well-being  even  though  the 
future  was  bleak  and  unknown. 

After  the  surgery,  when  others  of 
th<»e  dear  friends  came  to  visit,  the 
prayers  were  even  as  a  gentle 
refreshing  shower  falling  on  Um  par¬ 
ched  ground.  There  in  the  hospital 
room,  I  thanked  (jod  for  these  men 
who  ministered  to  my  needs  in  a  very 
strat^ic  time  in  my  life  There  was  a 
bonding  between  me  and  each  one 
who  st^  by  tny  sjde  and  asked  that 
God's  blessing  should  be  upon  me. 
This  turned  a  gruesome  experience 


him,  and  that  first  time  was  never 
forgotten.  I  heard  him  more  times  in 
that  first  week  at  Baylor  in  1942  than 
the  total  number  of  times  I  heard  him 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  he 
made  a  lasting  impression  on  me. 

I  was  a  17-year-old  college  freshman 
and  given  to  studying  until  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning.  Therefore,  dur¬ 
ing  the  30  minutes  of  the  required 
ctupel  period,  I  would  take  q  nap. 

One  morning  the  small  figure 
limped  out  onto  the  stage,  and  I  settl¬ 
ed  down  for  the  catch-up  nap.  The  pro¬ 
blem  was  that  I  didn’t  get  to  sleep 
before  he  started  talking,  and  I  didn't 
sleep  any  more  that  week.  I  listened 
with  rapt  attention,  as  I  did  every 
time  I  heard  him  afterwards. 

I  never  forgot  that  week,  and  I  never 
would  have  dreamed  that  we  would 
become  personally  acquainted  later 
in  life,  and  he  would  be  sending  me 
some  of  his  wonderful  encouragement 
letters. 

(Chester  Swor  died  Friday  at  83.  On¬ 
ly  in  glory  will  we  know  the  total 
nature  of  the  good  he  did  on  earth.  Cki- 
Iv  there  will  we  be  able  to  understand 
the  boundlessness  of  his  influence. 


into  an  enthusiastic  period  of 
recovery. 

The  highlight  of  my  hospitalization 
was  the  time  spenf^with  these  pro¬ 
phets  of  the  Lord  who  led  me  into  the 
presence  of  God  at  a  time  of  great 
need. 

If  I  had  time  to  serve  over  again  as 
a  pastor,  I  would  definitelv  give  more 
attention  to  hospital  and  heartache 
ministry. 

Allen  O.  Webb  is  retired  director  of 
missions  for  Jackson  County. 


liaptist  ^ecorb 

VOLUME  114  (ISSN-0005-5778)  NUMBER  34 

Published  weekly  except  weeks  of  July  4  and  Christmas  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  515  Mississippi  Street.  Jackson.  MS 
39201.  Subscription  $735  a  year  payable  in  advance.  Second  class 
postage  paid  at  Jackson,  Mississippi.  The  Baptist  Record  is  a 
member  of  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association. 


Editor . Don  McGregor 

Editor  Elect . .  Guy  Hertderson 

Associate  Editor . Anne  McWilliams 

Advertising  Manager . .  Evelyn  Keyes 

Editorial  Associate . Florence  Larrimore 

Circulation  Manager . . . Renee  Walley 

Bookkeeper .  . Betty  Anne  Bailey 

Proofreader/Secretary  .  .  Irene  Martin 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  FerrafI  Cork,  Jackson,  chairman: 
Bruce  Hill,  Lexington;  Raymond  Martin  Jr,  Jackson,  vice-chairman; 
Billy  Thames.  Wesson;  Tommy  Tutor,  Clarksdale;  Randy  Von  Kar>el, 
Hattiesburg,  ex-officio.  Evelyn  Keyes,  secretary,  Jackson 
Postnwster:  Send  changes  of  addrssd  to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD, 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Send  news,  communications,  and  address  char>ges  to 
The  Editor,  Baptist  Record 
P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205 


'.•rr 


'itf  If 


I  4i 


•”PIP 


The  Second  Front  Page 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday.  October  4,  1990 


Published  Since  1877 


Southern  trustees  set 
new  faculty 


ines 


J.  B.  Fowler,  former  Mississippian,  right,  presents  a  plaque  of  appreciation 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association  to  Don  McGregor,  retiring  editor 
of  the  Baptiat  Reomd.  Fowler  is  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Associa¬ 
tion  and  editor  of  the  Baptist  New  Mexican.  Seated  at  left  are  Jack  Walls,  retiring 
editor  of  the  West  Virginia  Baptists’  paper,  who  also  is  retiring,  and  Mrs.  Fowler. 
(Photo  by  Fletcher  Allen,  editor,  editor  Tennessee  Baptist  and  Reflector) 


Press  Association  honors 
Don  McGregor 


The  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association,  meeting  in  Nashville,  on  Sept. 
18  presented  a  plaque  of  appreciation  to  retiring  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  Dot  McGr^or.  The  group  also  adopted  a  resolution  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  McGregor.  The  resolution  follows: 

WHEREAS,  Donald  T.  McGregor  began  his  life  March  20,  1924,  near 
Waco,  'Texas,  and  grew  to  maturity  in  the  home  of  a  Baptist  farmer- 
turned-pastor;  and 

WHEREAS,  Young  McGregor  committed  his  life  to  Christ  at  the  age 
of  12,  was  baptized  in  Osage  Creek  and  has  since  lived  that  life  for  the 
Lord;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  tested  and  proved  his  faith  as  an  infantry  machine 


d^  occur  as  supernatural  events  in  this  time.”  “This  is  an  instrument  for  the  ad- 

history,”  and  “the  historical  nar-  It  adds,  “Under  no  circumstances  ministration  to  use.  It’s  for  dealing 
ratives  given  by  biblical  authors  are  should  this  statement  be  construed  to  with  the  future,”  Allen  said.  “Wte’re  not 
indeed  accurate  and  reliable”  mean  that  the  issues  I  addressedhave  going  to  the  faculty  to  say,  ‘Do  you 

Southern’s  board  meeting  had  been  ceased  to  be  concerns  in  my  mind  and  agree  with  the  Peace  Ck)mmittee‘>’  ” 
called  Sept.  24-K  to  deal  with  the  con-  heart.”  However,  the  new  policy  calls  for 

duct  and  concerns  of  trustee  Jerry  'Those  concerns  were  addressed  by  use  of  the  I^ace  Committee  report 
Johnson,  pastor  of  Central  Church  in  a  second  trustee  recommendation,  when  considering  faculty  promotion 
Aurora,  Colo.  which  was  approved  36-14.  and  tenure.  Fbr  example,  an  assistant 

Last  spring,  Johnson  distributed  a  'The  first  part  of  that  recommenda-  professor  now  on  the  faculty  ap- 
16-page  document,  “The  Cover-up  at  tion  declares  ‘That  the  action  of  the  parently  would  be  questioned  about 
Southern  Seminary,”  which  was  1986  board  of  trustees  concerning  the  the  document  when  being  considered 
critical  of  seminary  President  Roy  trustee  report  to  the  SBC  Peace  Com-  for  promotion  to  associate  professor. 
HonQTcutt  and  five  facultv  members,  mittee  not  be  revisited.”  "rte  trustees’  action  reflects  a  step 

IVuste^  received  the  document  at  Almost  all  of  Johnson’s  document  toward  peace  and  harmony,  Allen 
their  April  meeting,  but  deferred  “the  deals  with  matters  that  were  raised  said.  It  also  should  provide  security 
Jerry  Johnson  matter”  to  September,  by  an  investigative  subcommittee  of  for  faculty  by  closing  the  books  on 
Subsequently,  faculty  called  for  his  the  Peace  Committee  and  handled  by  past  action  and  “establishing 
resignation.  A  motion  demanding  his  seminary  trustees  at  the  time  parameters”  for  future  action,  he  add- 
removal  was  presented  to  the  SBC  an-  Trustee  Vice  Chair  Wayne  Allen,  ed,  noting  he  expects  changes  on  the 

nual  meeting  this  summer  and  refer-  pastor  of  Briarwood  Church  in  Mem-  faculty  to  come  through  attrition,  not 
red  to  seminary  trustees.  phis,  Ttenn.,  and  moderator  of  the  firings. 

'The  trustees,  who  met  in  closed  ses-  meeting,  told  reporters  that  trustees  Bill  J.  Leonard,  professw  of  church 
Sion  for  about  five  hours,  decided  to  had  “drawn  a  line”  regarding  the  old  history  and  president  of  the  SBTS 
treat  Johnson’^  conduct  and  concerns  matters  and  do  not  intend  to  consider  Faculty  Association  said,  “The  trustee 
as  two  matters.  them  again.  action  in  effect  establish^  a  new 

Their  statement  on  his  conduct  The  second  part  of  the  recommen-  creedalism  at  Southern  Seminary 
noted  they  ‘Ticcept  Jerry  Johnson’s  dation  deals  with  the  future.  It  says,  that  is  the  result  of  the  Peace  Commit- 
apolo^  and  forgive  him  and  . . .  af-  “In  addition  to  existing  guidelines,  the  tee  action.” 
firm  him  as  a  member  of  the  board  Peace  L^ommittee  report  —  both  fin-  “I  remember  poignantly  when 
with  the  hope  that  this  will  be  the  first  dings  and  recommendations  —  serve  (See  TRUSms  on  page  4) 


gunner  and  prisoner  of  war  in  World  War  II;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  refined  his  thinking  and  developed  his  mind  at  Baylor 
University  and  Southwestern  Bdptist  Theological  Seminary;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  established  a  high  standard  of  journalistic  profes¬ 
sionalism  through  a  variety  of  secular  positions;  reporter,  columnist  and 
assistant  wire  editor.  Midland  Reporter-'Telegram ;  continuity  director, 
KCRS  Radio,  Midland;  business  section  makeup  editor  and  real  estate 
editor,  Dallas  Times-Herald;  public  relations  officer.  Union  Bankers  In¬ 
surance  Co. ;  and  editor  and  publisher,  Kemp  News,  Ferris  Wheel,  and 
Dawson  Herald;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  served  as  associate  to  three  of  our  noted  colleagues, 
E.  S.  James  and  John  Jeter  Hurt  of  the  Baptist  Standard  and  Joe  Odle 
of  the  Baptist  Record;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  also  has  earned  for  himself  a  reputation  as  one  of 
Southern  Baptists’  most-outstanding  newspaper  editors,  both  at  the 
California  Southern  Baptist,  1971-73,  and  the  Baptist  Record  of  Mississipi, 
1976-90;  and 

WHEREAS,  He  has  provided  esteemed  leadership  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association  and  chair  of  the  Baptist  Press  Liaison 
Committee  and  Southern  Baptist  Public  Relations  Advisory  Committee; 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Associa¬ 
tion  salutes  Donald  T.  McGregor  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement, 
December  31,  1990;  and 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  'That  the  SBRA  expresses  appreciation 
to  him  for  the  leadership  and  friendship  he  has  prove  to  its  members 
down  through  the  years;  and 

Be  it  finally  RE^LVED,  That  the  SBPA  thanks  God  for  the  lifetime 
of  ministry  and  service  Donald  T.  McGregor  has  given  to  his  Lord  and 
fellow  Baptists. 

/Xdopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association,  Sept.  18.  1990, 
.Nashville,  'Tenn.,  J.  B.  Fowler  Jr.,  New  Mexico,  president. 


WMU  affirms  CP,  alternatives 
hears  from  missions  leaders 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  -  The 

Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  _  _ _ 

sionary  Union,  has  affirmed  the  Cooperative  Program,  which  funds  we’ll  be  ready”  for  what  happens  ir 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  the  20  national  agencies  of  the  SBC.  the  SBC  —  ranged  from  missions  fun- 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  the  state  ^  Possibility  of  semng  a 
Pino  tS  WMU  presidents  and  executive  direc-  ^constituency,  to  the  p^ibUity  of 

ting  the  right  of  churches  and  in-  unanimouslv  adonted  a  state-  becoming  a  missionary-sending  agen- 

olanT  inent  which  incYud^  ‘JSsag«  to  Potential  of  haWng  to  & 

Na»^Vi  i«ri»r«nf»hoWMii  o.  home  and  foreign  missionaries,  WMU  with  one  convention  or  another  should 

members  and  WMU  critics.  ®  ,  .i 

iiiary  to  the  SBC,  spent  nine  hours  ...  o  .  .  .  .  Other  than  the  statement,  leaders 

Sept.  21-22  in  called  session  in  Rich-  dealt  with  supporting  both  did  not  reach  consensus  on  all  the 

mond,  Va.,  addressing  the  controver-  traditional  and  alternate  funding  issues  discussed.  “We  have  many 
sy  which  has  brought  divisiveness  to  methods,  the  statement  did  not  reflect  questions,  and  few  answers,”  one  said, 
the  SBC.  The  meeting  marked  the  the  fi^  i^nge  oi  issues  and  questions  WMU’s  statement  notes  its  effort 
first  time  the  national  WMU  has  ™  leaders  discussed  during  the  “to  remain  steadfast  in  our  missions 
spoken  to  the  12-year  political-  malogue,  reports  from  Southern  Bap-  mandate.”  The  full  statement  is 
theological  controversy.  tist  Home  and  Fbreign  Mission  Boai^  printed  on  p.  5. 

'The  national  leadership  called  the  presidents  and  other  sessions.  WMU’s  statement  comes  on  the 

unusual  two-day  meeting  to  discuss  Both  FMB  President  R.  Keith  Parks '  heels  of  similar  resolutions  approved 
the  organizaton’s  response  to  recent  and  HMB  President  Larry  Lewis  ad-  by  the  boards  of  several  SBC  agencies, 
decisions  by  some  SBC  churches  and  dressed  the  group  at  the  banning  of  However,  while  the  denomination’s 


state  conventions  to  reduce  or  its  deliberations. 


Baylor  changes  charter 
to  create  regents  board 


Chester  Swor  dies 


than  one  million  miles  for  his  lectures. 
While  he  tempered  his  schedule  in 
later  years,  he  continued  traveling 
and  shaking. 

Swor  was  survived  by  a  niece  and 
great  nephew. 

He  was  the  author  of  eight  books 
and  had  three  more  in  preparation.  In 
addition,  Broadman  Press  in  1981 
published  “The  Best  of  Chester  Swor,” 
a  book  of  12  chapters  taken  from  his 
earlier  books. 

Citations  and  awards  included 
Mississippi  College  Alumnus  of  the 
Year,  Civitan’s  Golden  Deeds  Award, 
Blue  Mountain  College  Award  of  Ex¬ 
cellence;  and  he  was  dubbed 
America’s  oldest  active  youth 
director. 

As  a  youth,  Swor  was  left  lame  by 
osteomyelitis. 

Funeral  services  were  Tuesday  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Burial  was  in 
Clinton  Cemetery. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the 
Chester  E.  Swor  Student  Foundation 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  and  to 
the  Chester  E.  Swor  Student  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Baylor  University,  Waco, 
Texas. 


tion,  trustees  voted  to  change  the  trustees  would  have  had  to  submit  the  Trustees  implemented  the  new 

university  charter  to  replace  the  cur-  change  to  the  Sept.  11  Executive  structure  during  their  Sept.  21 

rent  48-member  board  of  trustees  with  Board  meeting.  It  did  not  do  so.  meeting  by  electing  nine  of  their  1 

a  24-member  board  of  regents  which  Mike  Bishop,  assistant  to  Baylor  number  as  regents  for  three-year  | 

will  have  “sole  governance”  over  the  President  Herbert  H.  Reynolds,  said  terms  and  naming  seven  new  re^nts.  1 

institution.  that  under  Ttecas  law  and  provision  of  Both  Reynolds  and  Moore  said  the  \  V  ‘ 

The  charter  change  was  filed  with  Baylor’s  charter,  which  was  granted  university  intends  to  maintain  its  ! 

the  Ibxas  secretary  of  state  and  is  ef-  by  the  Republic  of  l^xas  and  pjredates  “close  affiliation”  with  Texas  Baptists.  I 

fectiveimmediately,saidW.  Winfred  the  BGCT  charter,  the  university  Both  also  cited  the  threat  of  the  | 

Moore,  trustee  chair.  trustees  have  exclusive  right  to  fundamental-conservative  takeover  oi  I 

The  charter  change  apparently  will  amend  the  charter  the  university  board  su^  as  h^  hap-  Swor 

put  the  convention  and  the  university  Baylor,  the  oldest  and  largest  of  the  pened  to  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  Chester  Swor,  83,  of  Jackson,  an  in- 

on  a  collision  course  when  the  BGCT  eight  universities  affiliated  with  the  as  promoting  the  action.  ternationally  known  lecturer  and 

holds  its  annual  meeting  Nov.  13-14  in  BGCT,  was  established  when  Thxas  (This  story  was'compUed  by  Dan  counselor,  died  Sept.  28  at  Mississip- 
Houston.  was  still  a  republic.  It  has  a  record  Martin,  interim  ABP  news  direcUH*,  pi  Baptist  Medical  Onter  in  Jackson. 

“Itwas  a  beautiful  job  — a  classical  enrollment  of  12,019  students  this  fall  from  reports  by  Toby  Dniin,  associte  He  enter^  the  hospital  July  26  as  the 
story  on  how  to  steal  a  school,”  said  and  is  scheduled  to  receive  $6,048, 219  editor  (Texas)  Baptist  Standard;  Jim  result  of  a  tear  in  the  wall  of  his  aor- 
BUl  Grubbs,  a  conservative  trustee  from  the  state  convention  bud^  to  be  Jones,  religion  editor,  F<nt  Worth  ta.  Death  was  caused  by  cardiac 
from  Dallas  who  voted  against  the  considered  at  the  Houston  convention.  (Texas)  Star-Telegram  and  Douglas  arrest. 

change  “The  whole  trustee  meeting  The  BGCT  heretofore  has  elected  Wong,  religion  writer,  Waco  (Texas)  He  was  born  at  Lyman  and  was  a 

was  railroaded.”  trustees  of  the  university.  If  the  new  Tribune-Herald.)  graduate  of  D’Lo  High  School.  He 

The  charter  chanjge  without  ap-  arrangement  stands,  the  convention  grew  up  in  Mount  Olive, 

proval  of  the  BGCT  is  a  violation  of  will  continue  to  elect  48  trustees,  but  mm.  '  graduated  from  Mississip- 

the  constitution  of  the  Texas  Baptist  their  only  responsibility  will  be  to  TRUSTEES  pi  College  with  a  bachelor  of  arts 


mEPLEt-CROtSCS 
WATER  HEATERS 

ftiee  coLO^o 


to  respond  to  Baylor  changes 

DALLAS  (ABP)  —  flailed  meetings  pond  to  Baylor’s  action  were  BGCT 
of  the  193-member  Executive  Board  president  I%il  Lineberger,  pastor  of 
of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Itichardson  Heights  Church,  Richard- 
Texas  and  the  convention’s  ad-  son;  BGCTT  executive  board  chair 
ministrative  committee  will  be  held  Robert  Parker,  pastor  of  Park  Place 
in  October  in  response  to  recent  Church,  Houston;  and  BGCT  ad- 
Baylor  University  trustee  action  ministrative  committee  chair  (jeorge 
changing  the  school’s  charter.  The  ad-  Gaston,  pastor  of  Willow  Meadows 
ministrative  committee  met  in  Dallas  Church,  Houston. 

Oct.  2,  and  the  full  board  will  meet  in  Citing  the  long  cooperative  relation- 
mid-Cictober.  ship  between  ^ylor  and  the  BGCT, 

The  Baylor  board  of  trustees  voted  convention  leaders  moved  to 
Sept.  21  to  establish  a  board  of  regrets  1^1  research  and  co^l  to 

“with  sole  responsibility  for  gover-  clarify  the  conveniens  ^ition  in 
nance  of  Baylor”  and  elected  16  peo-  elation  to  Baylor.  They  also  agreed 
pie  to  the  new  body.  Previously,  ^  ‘“^late  communication  tetw^n 
Baylor’s  charter  provided  for  schml  j  Baylor 

gorernance  by  a  ^member  board  of  and  administraUon  concern- 

trustees  elected  by  the  BGCT.  mg  the  maer.  „  ... 

*  ^  f  oft  An  eitnnliAA  K«r  n<xv\fief 


would  never  be  used  as  a  creed,  sional  diploma  in  guidance  from  Col- 
Charles  Fuller’s  statement  is  proved  umbia  University  and  had  done  addi- 
absolutely  false”  tional  study  at  Oxford  University  and 

“The  overlay  of  the  new  guidelines  New  York  University.  ^ 
bodes  ill  fOT  the  future,”  Leonard  said:  Swor  vyas  honored  by  several  in- 
“This  is  for  the  moment  —  Uiese  stitutions  with  doctorates.  He  receiv- 
specific  statements  are  required.  But  ed  the  doctor  of  humane  letters  from 
^ven  the  change,  we  don’t  Know  what  Baylor  University,  the  doctor  of  laws 
it  will  be  next  year.”  from  Mississippi  Collie,  the  doctor 

The  seminary’s  acting  president,  of  literature  from  William  Carey  Ck)i- 
Willis  Bennett,  said  the  trustees’  ac-  lege,  and  the  doctor  of  humanities 
tion  provided  “much  cause  for  en-  from  Blue  Mountain  College, 
couragement  and  continuing  cause  Early  in  his  career,  Swor  was  dean 
for  concern.”  of  men  and  assistant  professor  of 

“We  have  officially  taken  positions  English  at  Mississippi  College.  For 
that  will  put  some  things  whind  us  many  years  he  was  engaged  in 
and  allow  us  to  move  forward  in  a  religious  lecture  work  and  counseling, 
more  productive  manner  without  primarily  on  college  campuses.  This 
quite  the  kind  of  suspicion  that  has  continued  almost  until  his  final 
been  existing  for  some  considerable  illness. 

time,”  he  said.  Over  a  4()-year  span  prior  to  his  70th 

“I  have  no  difficulty  working  with  birthday,  Swor  had  traveled  more 
the  . . .  report.  We  will  promise  them 
our  cooperation  and  try  to  implement 

the  policies  they  "have  now  put  in  opening  past  grievances  with  the 
place.”  faculty  from  trustees’ cwisideratiai  <rf 

i|||U||j  crease  ^vision  and  polarization  even  “The  intent  of  the  trustees  is  to  future  hiring,  promotion,  and  tenure 

more”  in  an  already  tense  SB(^.  “We  secure  what  they  perceive  as  more  decisions. 

From  page  3  don’t  need  another  issue  to  drive  us  representative  personnel.  They  are  Third,  they  decried  some  trustees’ 

gram  “is  the  preferred  method  of  mis-  apart.”  not  asking  for  radicals.  repeated  attempts  to  deal  with  past 

sions  support,”  but  said  that  while  he  He  also  questioned  the  rationale  of  “The  seminary  already  has  moved  actions  of  faculty,  noting  those  ques- 
accepts  the  right  of  local  churches  to  those  proposing  alternative  plans.  “It  in  the  direction  of  recruiting  more  tions  have  been  “already  answered.” 
decide  how  to  distribute  missions  is  a  false  assumption  that  anyone  not  conservative  faculty  members,”  Ben-  Fourth,  the  minority  expressed  con- 

gifts,  he  warned  if  leaders  “tip  their  in  the  Patterson-Pressler  coalition  has  nett  said.  He  cited  the  presence  of  con-  cern  about  adding  the  Peace  Commit- 
hat”  to  alternative  giving  plans  “we’re  not  been  put  in  positions  of  leader-  servatives  from  10  schools  on  the  tee  report  to  the  other  faculty 
opening  Pandora’s  box”  and  con-  ship,”  he  said  referring  to  the  ar-  campus  as  visiting  professor  in  the  guidelines.  Faculty  have  operated 
tributing  to  the  “unraveling  of  our  chitects  of  the  fundamental-  past  three  years.  under  the  seminary’s  Abstract  of 

convention.”  conservative  movement,  Dallas  IVustee  Johnson’s  16-page  criticism  Principles  since  the  founders  wrote  it 

“We  (the  HMB)  oppose  all  alter-  educator  Paige  Patterson  and  of  Honeycutt  and  the  faculty  in  1859.  For  three  years,  they  formal- 
native  plans.  We  grant  the  right  for  Houston  judge  Paul  Pressler.  members  is  “a  dead  document  as  far  ly  have  affirmed  the  Baptist  Faith  and 

churches  to  choose  them,  but  we  do  While  he  acknowIedged'SBC  boards  as  the  seminary  is  concerned,”  Ben-  Message  Statement, 
oppose  them,”  he  added.  now  reflect  “a  strong  conservative,  in-  nett  said,  citing  the  trustees’  dwision  “We  have  been  a  free  peple,” 

Parks  warned  that  unless  “trust  and  errantist  character,  that  doesn’t  mean  not  to  re-enter  the  cases.  Pentecost  said,  “Where  I  come  from, 

inclusiveness”  are  recreated  in  the  boards  have  been  incompetent.”  Ten  trustees  also  find  a  minority  people  were  imprisoned  ...  for  toe 

SBC,  churches  “will  find  another  ‘There  are  s(Hne  (trustees)  who  one  repeal  concerning  the  Johnson  matter,  crimeof  insisting  on  their  freedom.  So 
way”  to  support  missions.  “Those  who  wonders  how  they  were  elected  to  that  Julian  Pentecost,  editor  (rf  Virginia  we’re  deeply  disturbed  about  what  has 

have  leadership  now  ( in  the  SBC)  are  position,”  he  conceded,  “but  even  the  Baptists’  Religious  Herald  newspaper,  happened  and  the  repititious  nature, 
the  ones  who  will  have  to  reach  out  nuts  are  screwed  to  the  right  bolts  in  presented  the  four-point  minority  that  it  continues  to  happen.” 
and  recreate  trust,”  he  said.  terms  of  their  dedication  to  missions.”  report.  Trustee  ^n  Meredith,  a  federal 

He  added  that  while  he  supports  the  (This  story  was  compiled  by  Dan  TTie  minority  asked  that  trustees’  judge  from  Louisville,  mov^  that 
comerative  way,  it  must  be  voluntary  Martin,  interim  ABP  news  director,  deliberations  be  conducted  in  open  Pentecost  be  removed  from  the  board, 
and  not  coerced.  “A  cooperative  from  reports  by  Robert  Dilday,  session,  he  said,  noting  closed  noting  Pentecost  had  disclosed  some 
plan  ...  is  not  a  coerced  plan,  and  if  associte  editor  of  the  (Virginia)  meetings  depart  from  Baptists’  actions  of  the  private  meeting.  (Thair 
the  SBC  insisted  on  one  way  of  funding  Religious  Herald;  Ed  Briggs,  heritage  and  tradition.  “We  deeply  Sam  H.  McMaW  Jr,  a  businessman 
missions,  maiw  churches  say  they’ll  religious  writer  of  the  Richmond  ‘regret  the  cover  of  darkness  used  for  from  Charlotte,  N.C.,  ruled  the  motion 
pull  out  entirely.  (Va.)  Times-Dispatch;  and  Karen  anonymity,”  he  noted.  out  of  order. 

Lewis  said  HMB  trustees  fear  that  Benson  and  Susan  Tadd,  of  the  WMU  Second,  the  minority  wanted  to  Marv  Knox  is  editor  of  the  (Ken- 
alternative  funding  plans  “will  in-  news  and  information  staff.)  separate  the  trustees’  action  on  not  tucky)  Western  Recorder. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Ouaiity  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  (older. 
‘'Internationally  known  apacialiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bex  SOS-C  —  Oreanwead,  Miss.  SSSM 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  ieast  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  65,  non-smoker 
$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p,m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compar*  iMlor*  you  buy 


Ask  about  the  energy 
savings  of  gas  appHantxs, 
for  now  and  for  years 
to  come. 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Gas  givat  you  more  foe  your  money 


Woman  s  Missionary  Union  issues  statement  Mozambique 

£  c  ^  l_  •  T>  •  1  j  missionary  on 

trom  September  session,  mcnmond  leave,  Jackson 


Statement  from  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  SBC.  Executive  Board 
in  general  session  (September  22, 
1990,  Richmond,  Vaj: 

We  stand  at  one  of  Uie  most  crucial 
and  pivotal  points  in  the  102-year 
history  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
and  the  145-year  histo^  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Historically,  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  have  been  cooi^ratively 
intertwined. 

We  have  voluntarily  cooperated 
with  all  entities  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  as  we  have  encourag¬ 
ed  women,  girls,  and  preschoolers  in 
local  churches 

—  to  become  educated  about 
missions, 

—  to  support  missions  through 
prayer,  through  financial  gifts,  and 
through  laying  the  foundation  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  respond  to  the  call  of  missions, 

—  to  be  actively  involved  in  express¬ 
ing  their  missions  commitment 
through  mission  action  and  personal 
witnessing, 

—  and  to  undergird  the  work  of  the 
local  church  and  the  denomination. 

All  the  while,  we  have  made  a 
deliberate  effort  to  remain  steadfast 
in  our  missions  mandate,  striving 
determinately  and  intentionally  to 
keep  missions  above  any  denomina¬ 
tional  conflicts  or  controversies  that 
have  come  along. 

Consequently,  we  have  remained 
silent  ^  choice  during  strategic  junc¬ 
tures  in  denominational  history. 

But  now,  individual  churches  are 
withdrawing  or  drastically  reducing 
their  contributions  through  the 
Cooperative  Program,  which  provides 
a  vital  lifeline  of  support  for  home  and 
foreign  missions  endeavors. 

Several  state  conventions  are  con¬ 
sidering  plans  that  would  allow  for 
designation  of  money  to  specific 
denominational  agencies  or  to 
specific  causes  as  an  alternative  to 
the  cooperative  method  of  supporting 
our  missions,  educational,  and 
evangelistic  efforts. 

Circumstances  such  as  these  bring 
us  to  a  critical  juncture  in  our  history 
as  missions  leaders  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

We  speak  as  national  leaders  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  As  such. 


CP  gifts  are 
6  percent  over 
last  year 

Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a  total  of 
$1,257,568  in  September  through  Uieir 
Cooperative  Program,  acco^ing  to 
an  announcement  by  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  gifts,  which  fund  Mississippi 
Baptist  and  Southern  Baptist  enter¬ 
prises,  total  $15,112,817  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year.  That  amount 
is  $856,045  (or  6  percent)  more  than 
the  amount  given  fm  the  same  period 
of  1989. 

The 'pro  rata  budget  calls  for 
$14,685,848  for  the  first  nine  months  in 
to  make  the  budget.  Cooperative 
Pro^m  gifts  given  so  far  total 
$426,970  (or  2.91  percent)  more  than 
that  amount. 

The  1990  Cooperative  Program 
budget  for  Mississippi  Baptists  is 
$19,581,130.  More  than  one-third  of  that 
amount  goes  to  Baptist  causes  outside 
the  state. 


we  speak  together,  honoring  the 
perspative  of  histwy,  recognizing  the 
practicality  of  the  present,  and  com¬ 
mitting  to  ^  furtherance  of  missions 
into  the  future 

We  speak  to  our  home  and  foreign 
missionaries: 

We  want  you  to  know  that  we  will 
continue  to  love  you  and  to  support 
you.  We  will  be  your  staying  force 
when  you  fear  all  others  might  aban¬ 
don  you.  We  affirm  you  inmvidually 
and  collectively.  We  are  here  for  you 
now,  and  we  will  be  there  for  you  in 
the  future.  \ 

We  speak  n^t  to  our  membership: 

Pray  with  us  like  you’ve  never 
prayed  before.  Pray  diligently  and 
daily  for  our  missionaries.  Pray 
unceasingly  for  the  cause  of  missions. 
Pray  unselfishly  for  yourselves,  that 
the  Lord  will  use  you  as  champions  for 
missions  in  your  homes,  in  your  chur¬ 
ches,  and  in  your  communities. 

Keep  abreast  of  the  circumstances 
and  events  in  your  state  conventions 
that  affect  missions.  Be  aware,  be 
knowledgeable,  and  be  ready  to 
become  involved  in  proactive  plann¬ 
ing  for  the  future  of  missions.  Ccmimit 
yourselves  to  more  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  setting  directions  for  missions 
in  the  future. 

We  pledge  to  continue  to  support 
and  service  your  WMU  organizations, 
pn^rams,  and  activities  on  the  local 
church  level,  on  the  associational 
level,  and  on  the  state  level. 

We  will  not  waver  in  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  carrying  out  the  missions 
mandate  from  Uk  grassroots  to  the 
national  level.  We  will  continue  to  be 
at  your  service  as  we  provide  the 
resources,  materials,  and  support 
necessary  for  you  to  implement 
WMU’s  missions  tasks  on  t^  local, 
associational,  and  state  levels. 

Join  with  us  as  we  recommit 
ourselves  to  be  better  at  the  missions 
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CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULI^ 
TIME  minister  of  education/ 
youth,  Chatham  Baptist  Church 
(600  phis  membership).  Chatham. 
Illinois.  Interested  applicants 
please  provide  resume  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Donald  Mayberry, 
pastor.  1500  East  Walnut. 
Chatham,  IL  62629. 


STEWARDSHIP  SERMONS  by 
Frank  Pollard.  Two  sermons  on 
cassette — $10.00.  Word  of  Life,  Box 
250,  Jackson.  MS  39205  (  601) 
949-1935. 


ATTENTION  GRANDMOTHERS!! 
“The  Lottie  Moon  Storybook”  by 
Carolyn  Ellis  Jones  was  written  for 
you  to  share  with  your  GRAND¬ 
CHILDREN!  Available  at  your 
Baptist  Book  Store. 


FOR  SALE:  TIMPANI.  Premier 
26*  and  28*  fiberglass  drums.  In  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Asking  $1,000  for 
both.  Mark  or  Lisa  Davis,  P.  O.  Box 
55.  Starkville,  MS  39759  (601) 
324-3226  or  323-5480. 


task  than  we’ve  ever  been  before.  You 
will  be  called  upon  to  help  lead  our 
membership  through  times  of  change 
Be  prayerfully  prepared  to  give 
strong,  sound  leadership  in  carrying 
out  WMU  purposes. 

We  speak  to  our  critics: 

We  regret  that  our  silence  over  the 
years  might  have  been  construed  as 
consent  or  even  support  of  the  con¬ 
troversy.  We  further  regret  any  suspi¬ 
cions  ti^t  WMU  might  be  politically 
involved  in  the  denominational  strife 

We  call  upon  to  w^k  with  us  for 

the  cause  of  missions. 

Throughout  our  history,  we  have 
taught  women,  girls,  and  i»eschoolers 
to  bie  supportive  of  the  Cooperative 
Program,  to  be  supportive  of  their 
local  churches,  and  to  be  supportive 
of  their  denomination.  We  have 
always  taught  WMU  women  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  pastors,  church  staff,  and 
others  in  places  of  leadership.  We 
have  encouraged  women  to  be 
positively  involved  in  their  churches. 


keep  our  si^ts  on  missions.  We  are 
grieved  and  gravely  concerned  over 
the  negative  impact  of  the  controver¬ 
sy  on  missions. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  laborers 
together  with  God.  Therefore, 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  affirms 
the  supp(»t  ol  Southern  Baptist  global 
missions  through  the  Cooperative 
Pro^m,  throu^  the  Lottie  Moon 
(Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  through  the  Annie  Arm- 
stroi^  Blaster  Offering  for  Home 
Missions. 

We  affirm  the  right  of  individuals, 
churches,  and  state  conventions  to 
choose  other  plans  for  cooperative 
missions  giving. 

Thank  you  for  your  encouragement, 
fw  your  support,  and  for  your  prayers 
as  we  lead  women,  girls,  and 
preschoolers  and  as  we  lead  entire 
churches  to  new  heights  in  missions. 


John  Brawn,  missionary  to  Maputo, 
Mozambique,  arrived  in  Jackson 
recently  for  an  extended  leave 
throi^  February  of  next  year. 

Originally  from  Star  City,  Art.,  he 
received  his.  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Arkansas  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Mid-America  Seminary, 
Memphis. 

A  former  summer  missionary  and 
journeyman  in  Zambia,  Brown  has 
also  served  as  assistant  pastor  of 
Fisher  Street  Church  in  Jonesboro, 
Art.,  pastor  of  Lunsford  (Church,  Lake 
City,  Art.,  and  interim  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Venice,  La. 

Brown  is  married  to  the  former 
Claudia  Itenney.  Their  extended  leave 
comes  as  a  result  of  the  illness  of  her 
father.  Bill  Tenney,  a  member  of 
Parkway  Church,  Jackson. 

The  Browns  are  available  for 
engagements  in  the  Jackson  area. 
Their  address  while  on  leave  is  919 
Reeves  St.,  Jackson,  MS.,  39204.  Phone 
(601)  371-2344. 


Here’s  one  get- well  card  you  should  have 

b^ijre  you  get  sick 


R 

CHURCH  COMPREHENSIVE 
MEDICAL  PLAN 

/  1 

PARTICIPANT 

10  >f82S2i  2  31  0 

BARBARA  DAVIS  LONG 


ilGNAtuSI 


Gettiqg  well  can  be  an  expensive  proposition 

In  the  past  decade,  health-care  costs  doubled, 
according  to  American  Hospital  Association  And 
unfortunately,  the  cost  of  medical  coverage  went  up 
right  along  with  them. 

For  some  time,  the  Annuity  Board  has  been  aware 
of  the  strain  this  situation  has  put  on  church 
budgets.  That’s  why  we  selected  The  Prudential 
Insurance  Compiany  of  America  for  the  Church 
J  Comprehensive  Medical  Plan -and  have  worked 
with  them  to  dcvebp  a  plan  you  can  rely  on  for  solid 
protection  and  more  stable  rates. 

Competitive  Rates  and  Major  Advantages 
Over  Other  Plans. 

The  Prudential  has  long  been  a  leader  in  the  fight 
against  higher  health-care  costs  and  higher  rates 
And  they've  helped  us  strengthen  our  plan  which 
should  enable  us  to  do  our  best  to  keep  rates  highly 
competitive,  both  now  and  in  the  future 

The  result  is  a  program  that  offers  your  family  vital 
in-hospital,  and  out-patient  benefits. 

The  Church  Comprehensive  Medical  Plan  offers 
advantages  over  many  other  programs  Advantages 


like  Its  stability,  top-quality  benefits,  and  the  fact 
that  no  one  has  ever  been  cancelled  for  high  or  fre¬ 
quent  health  claims. 

The  Kind  of  Solid  Protection 
Every  Church  Family  Needs. 

This  is  the  kind  of  top-quality  protection  no  church 
family  can  afford  to  be  without  in  today’s  costly 
health  care  climate  And  all  church  employees  who 
work  at  least  20  paid  hours  a  week  may  apply  for 
the  protection 

Complete  details  and  an  invitation  to  apply  will 
be  coming  your  way  soon.  So  watch  your  mailbox, 
or  call  1-800-262-0511. 

And  let  us  send  you  the  get-well  card  you  need 
for  a  speedy,  worry-free  financial  recovery:  A  mem¬ 
bership  card  in  the  Church  Comprehensive  Medi¬ 
cal  Plan! 

Wj  ANNUITY  BOARD 
rii*^OFTHE 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


ThePrudenlial 


If  you  have  not  received  your  information  kit  by  11-30-90,  call  us 
toll-ftee  at  1-800-262-0511. 
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In  God’s  timing,  anything  is  possible”  says  pastor 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


“There’s  no  way  this  church  could 
have  done  what  has  been  done  here 
without  God’s  supernatural  interven¬ 
tion,”  said  the  pastor,  James  B. 
Brown. 

“Southwood,  luka,  is  a  small 
church,  with  only  38  members  —  two 
deacons  —  but  big  in  vision,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “It  wants  to  be  ready  to 
minister  to  the  prople  who  will  move 
into  the  area  with  the  new  NASA 
plant.” 

With  thanks  to  helpers  from  at  least 
six  states,  and  with  thanks  to  God  for 
his  perfect  timing,  the  congregation 
now  has  a  sanctuary  and  Sunday 
School  rooms  ready  for  dedication  at 
2  p.m.,  Oct.  28. 

In  the  beginning,  Southwood  was  a 
mission  of  luka  Church,  which  bought 
the  land  in  1963.  When  Brown  became 
pastor,  the  lower  floor  of  the  large 
metal  building  was  only  partiaUy 
completed  and  the  second  floor  was 
only  a  mass  of  2  x  4s. 

First,  Brown  led  in  the  completion' 
of  classrooms  upstairs.  Because  the 
few  members  were  loaded  with  big 
payments  on  the  metal  building,  it 
would  be  hard  for  them  to  do  more 
“Then,”  Brown  recalls,  “my  wife  and 
I  felt  the  Lord  was  directing  us  to  send 
letters  to  friends,  to  tell  them  of  the 
church’k  needs.”  ’They  did,  simply  say¬ 
ing,  “Here  is  the  situation.  Please 
pray  for  us,  or  help  in  any  way  you  feel 
led.”  Money  began  to  come  from 
Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia. 

The  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Frances  Bliss,  first  met  in  high  school 
at  Vicksburg.  Later,  he  also  studied  at 
Delta  State,  Mississippi  College,  and 
Southwestern  Seminary.  Now  they 
live  near  Sheffield,  Ala.,  where  siw 
teaches  school. 

One  response  they  got  from  their 
letter  was  from  Dwain  Cotton,  who 
called  from  Vicksburg  (he  had  been 
Mrs.  Brown’s  school  principal,  years 
before).  As  a  result  of  the  call,  an 
engineer,  member  of  Highland 
Church,  Vicksburg,  drew  buildi^ 
plans  for  Southwood  Church,  from  pic¬ 
tures  and  phone  conversations. 

Next,  teams  began  to  arrive  to  do 
volunteer  labor.  In  February  of  this 
year,  a  seven-man  team  led  by  Cotton, 
from  Highland,  Vicksburg,  arrived  to 
work  a  day  and  a  half.  Chte  memt^r 
of  the  team,  Joe  Parman,  had  been  a 


James  Brown 

high  school  classmate  of  James  and 
Fnuices  in  Vicksburg  36  years  before 
Eighteen  from  Newl^ron  Church,  in¬ 
cluding  several  high  school  boys,  got 
there  next,  led  by  their  p^tor,  Jimmy 
Yarbrough.  Finally,  a  third  construc¬ 
tion  team  came  from  First  Church, 
Muscle  Shoals,  Ala.,  where  the 
Browns  were  former  members.  The 
teams  put  up  sheetrock,  installed  a 
baptist^,  and  axnpleted  construction 
work  around  the  baptistry.  Also  a 
decorative  cross  was  Wit  above  the 
baptistry. 

“You’ll  see  God’s  timing  when  I  tell 
you  about  that  baptistry,”  said  the 
pastor.  When  he  called  a  firm  in 
Texas,  to  order  the  baptistry,  it  JUST 
SO  HAPPENED  they  had  a  truck 
leaving  for  North  (Carolina  that  would 
be  returning  down  the  highway  that 
passes  directly  in  front  of  the  church, 
and  could  deliver' it  in  time  for  the 
Newhebron  men  to  install  it  the  next 
Friday. 

Members  of  Southwood  painted  the 
walls  and  stained  the  pews.  These 
pews  were  obtained  from  Hopewell 
Church,  Savannah,  Tbnn.,  Brown’s 
first  full-time  pastorate,  1971-73. 

“Here’s  another  proof  of  God’s 
perfect  timing,”  said  the  pastor. 
Hopewell  Church  was  ready  to  let  its 
old  pews  go,  along  with  pulpit  stand 
and  pulpit  chairs,  for  $4,500,  at  the 
time  that  Southwood  ne^ed  them. 


They  had  the  exact  number  and  size 
needed  —  32  pews,  13  feet  long,  and 
three  odd-sized  ones  to  fit  the 
choirloft.  (As  a  result.  Brown  is  now 
preaching  behind  the  same  pulpit  he 
preached  behind  18  years  ago.)  Aqua 
Glass  loaned  a  truck  to  deliver  the 
pews  from  Tennessee.  Southwood 
women  cleaned  the  pews  with  Mur¬ 
phy’s  Soap,  stained  Wm,  and  rubbed 
them  with  lemon  oil.  Chewing  gum 
encrusted  on  the  green  cushions  they 
removed  with  peanut  butter. 
(Southwood’s  old  pews  were  to  be 
given  to  a  mission,  when  they  found 
one  that  wanted  them.) 

Other  things  happened.  Oldham  Lit¬ 
tle  Church  Fbundation  helped  with  the 
heating  and  cooling  system.  First 
Church,  Muscle  Shoals,  gave  two  sets 
of  solid  doors  to  go  between  vestibule 
and  sanctuary  (they  have  small, 
cross-shaped  windows).  ’The  same 
church  gave  several  other  doors,  evoi 
one  with  a  mirror  that  would  be  nice 
for  a  brides’  dressing  room.  The 
pastor’s  sons,  Russell  and  Clameron, 
helped  install  the  sound  system.  A 
man  from  Muscle  Shoals  gave  a 
church  sign,  an  awning,  and  a  fire 
escape  '^e  cathedral  ceiling  was 
contracted. 

A  fellow  from  Memphis  gave  rem¬ 
nants  of  carpet  whidh  were  stretched 
for  use  in  some  classrooms.  In  earlier 
years,  BSU  members  from  Northeast 
Community  College,  Booneville,  had 
helped  construct  upstairs  flooring. 

\^en  Brown  first  saw  the  hole  in 
the  middle  of  the  hall  behind  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  he  asked  why  it  was  there 
Someone  told  him,  “That’S  a  mistake 
It’s  a  drain  that  plumbers  accidental¬ 
ly  put  in  the  wrong  place”  But  it  tum- 
^  out  to  be  in  the  right  place  —  ac¬ 
cording  to  God’s  timi^.  Now  it’s 
directly  behind  the  baptistry;  a  short 
hose  connection  makes  it  perfect 
drainage  for  that! 

Following  the  Oct.  28  dedication, 
Jimmy  Yarbrough  will  preach  and 
teach  the  book  of  Revelation,  Oct. 
29-Nov.  4.  During  the  special  services, 
Walter  Beall  of  Vicksburg  will  lead 
the  singing. 

“Every  week  in  the  last  five  weeks, 
on  Sundays  new  people  (uve  shown 
up,”  said  Brown.  ‘Tliis  has  oeen  an  ex- 
citii^  adventure,  as  God  has  provid¬ 
ed,  in  response  to  the  faith  of  these 
wonderful  folks.” 


The  sanctuary  of  Southwood  Church,  luka,  will  be  dedicated  Oct.  2a  It  was  com¬ 
pleted  with  the  help  of  individuals  land  churches  from  six  states. 


Southwood  Church,  is  in  a  wooded  area  on  Highway  72  at  the  south  edge  of  luka. 
This  metal  building  contains  both  sanctuary  and  education  facilities. 


Morris  Chapman  urges  Baptists 
to  restudy  Peace  Committee  Report 


NASHVILLE  —  Southern  B^Ust 
(Tonventioa  President  McHris  Qiap- 
man  has  issued  a  call  for  all  Southern 
Baptists  to  restu^  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  report  whi^  was  adopted  by 
messengers  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  St.  Louis  in  1967. 

In  his  flrst  address  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Executive  Committee  Sc^.  17 
in  Nashville,  Chapman  said,  “It  is  ap¬ 
parent  to  me  that  many  Southera 
Baptists  have  either  forgotten  or  ig¬ 
nored  the  call  to  prace  and  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  peace  which  emerged  from 
hours  of  prayer  and  days  of  delibera¬ 
tion  by  the  mnnbers  of  the  Peace 
(^onumttee” 

Chapman  said  a  thorough  readins 
should  be  given  “not  only  to  the  full 
report,  but  also  to  the  names  of  those 
persons  4^  served  on  the  committee 
‘The  report  has  been  adopted  by 
Southern  Baptists.  Now  it  stamv 
waiting  and  readv  for  acceptance  and 
im[dementation.^’ 

He  noted  he  is  requesting  that  the 
Elxecutive  Committee  mail  a  copy  of 


the  Peace  Committee’s  report  to  all 
denominational  leaders  and  pastors 
as  soon  as  possible  and  that  they  in 
turn  distribute  copies  to  staff  and 
church  members. 

Oiapman,  pastor  of  First  Cburch  of 
Wichita  Falls,  lexas,  restated  his  pro¬ 
mise  of  ‘^enlargiitf  the  tent”  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

He  noted  the  enlarged  tent  of 
leadership  will  encompass  persons 
who  are  cooperating  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  who  are  committed  to  the 

Stion  of  allegiance  to  Godk 
(ord  through  the  institutional 
ithem  Baptists  and  who  are 
in  agreement  with  me  Peace  Commit¬ 


tee’s  “Statement  on  Scrii 


Chapman  said 


ijpture' 


would 


“unapologetically  stay  within  these 
theological  guiddines’^  in  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  but  would  pledge  to  “reach 
beyond  perceived  political 
parameters.*^ 

’The  ’Dexas  pastor  noted  that  while 
attempts  have  been  made  to 


“sidetrack  and  even  obscure”  the  real . 
issue,  the  issue  is  “the  Bible  is  God’s 
perfect  Word  which  means  that  it  is 
not  errant  in  any  area  of  reality.” 

“will  n^^ways  be  reachefoa^^- 
ters  of  biblical  interpretation,  but 
agreement  must  be  reached  on 
twlical  authoritv.” 

Tlie  SBC  pfesident  said  the  time  has 
come  for  Swthem  Baptists  to  speak 
kindly  of  one  another. 

“As  president  of  all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  I  will  stand  against  all  unkind 
public  proclamations  against  any 
other  Southern  Baptist,  no  matter 
from  which  comer  it  may  come” 

Chapman  also  encouraged  support 
of  the  Cooperative  Program,  Southern 
Baptists’  unified  giving  plan. 

“While  I  recognize  the  ri^t  of  every 
congregation  to  do  what  it  feels  it 
must  do  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Holy  Iteirit,  I  mw  every  churm  which 
is  inclined  to  abandon  or  drastically 
reduce  contributions  through  the 


(^operative  Program  to  make  no 
decision  in  haste. 

“Participation  in  such  a  funding 
vehicle  is  a  giant  step  away  from  the 
spmt  ot  cooperation  which  is  dear  to 
this  convention.  The  organization  of  a 
funding  promm  designed  to  go 
around  the  (Cooperative  Program  is 
unacceptable  to  mainstream 
Southern  Baptists  and  may  well  lead 
to  a  permanent  break  from  the 
convention. 

“The  two  great  traditions  of 
Southern  Baprats  are  conservative 
theology  and  cooperative 
methocMogy.  We  must  remain  true  to 
both  traditions,”  he  said. 

Chapman  outlined  several  plans  he 
would  like  to  see  implemented  during 
the  coming  months,  including 
endeavors  to  encourage  Southern 
Baptists  to  engage  in  solemn 
assemblies  and  an  eflfMrt  to  read  the 
Bible  through  during  the  1991 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  meeting 
in  Atlanta. 


Bedford  resigns 

Marilyn  H.  Bedford,  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  director  at  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  has  resigned. 

She  is  going  to 
Bloomington,  Ind., 
to  join  her  hus¬ 
band,  Monte,  who 
is  in  graduate 
school  at  the 
University  of 
Southern  Indiana 
there.  She  will  take 
a  position  as  ad¬ 
ministrative  assis¬ 
tant  with  Crown 
Management, 
which  organizes  international 
business  conferences  and  music 
competitions. 

B^ord  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Alabama  and  earned  a  masters 
degree  in  (Christian  ECducation/Social 
Work  at  Southern  Seminary. 

She  came  to  USM  in  1984.  Prior  to 
that  she  was  in  campus  ministry  at 
the  University  of  Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa;  at  Judson  College, 
Marion,  Ala. ;  and  at  Rocky  Mountain 
(College  and  Eastern  Montana  Cdl^e, 
both  at  Billings. 


Bedford 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


35  years  is  a  long  time 


Thursday,  October  4,  1990 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  7 


Last  week  on  Tuesday,  W.D.  and  I 
celebrated  our  35th  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary.  I  guess  we  are  getting  old.  We 
couldn’t  even  dredge  up  enough 
energy  to  go  out  for  dinner  —  just 
rewarmed  Monday’s  turnip  greens  for 
supper.  Actually,  th^r  were  better, 
though,  than  any  restaurant  food  I 
know  about. 

During  September,  we  did  a  lot  of 
driving  in  north  Mississippi.  My  pick 
of  the  places  we  stayed  is  the  one-of- 
a-kind  Belmont  Hotel  “on  Highway  25 
at  the  gateway  of  northeast  Mississip¬ 
pi.” 

This  famed  two-story  hotel,  on  Bel¬ 
mont’s  Main  street,  down  by  the 
railroad  tracks,  was  built  in  1924. 
What’s  so  marvelous  about  it  is  that 
it’s  not  a  lot  different  now  to  what  it 
must  have  bepn  the  day  it  opened. 

Its  owners  and  operators  are  two 
elderly  sisters,  Edna  Pharr  and 
Wilma  Wright.  Mrs.  Pharr,  a 
Methodist,  has  lived  and  worked  there 
23  y^rs.  Mrs.  Wri^t,  a  Baptist  — 
member  of  First  Church,  Belmont  — 
has  lived  at  the  hotel  50  years,  ever 
since  she  married  the  owner.  I  didn’t 
meet  her,  fw  she  is  in  the  hospital  in 
'Hipelo,  with  paralysis  caused  ^  viral 
pneumonia,  Mrs.  Pharr  said. 

On  the  front  terrace,  a  red 
geranium  was  in  bloom.  Four  guests 
were  sitting  on  the  benches,  basking 
in  the  afternoon  breeze. 

^  In  the  center  of  the  green-carpeted 
lobby  stood  a  wide  table  covered  with 
magazines  and  newspapers.  Two 
nearby  rockers  entic^  potential 
readers.  Other  chairs  were  antiques, 
upholstered  in  rose.  Oriental  scatter 
rugs  added  a  homy  touch.  Behind  the 
sti^y  registration  desk  were  tall 
book^lves  and  a  clock.  We  wrote  our 
names  and  city  in  the  guest  book  that 
lay  open  on  the  desk  —  nothing  more 
was  required.  Other  recent  entries 
were  from  California,  Illinois, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Kentucky, 
'Tennessee  . . . 

We  slept  in  Room  17  upstairs,  one 
night  for  $20.  It  had  an  air  unit  in  the 
window.  Its  green-painted  metal 
bedstead  was  covered  with  a  white 
chenille  spread.  The  painting  above 
the  bed  appeared  to  be  a  scene  in 
Venice  Over  an  antique  table  hung  a 
mirror. 

They  don’t  serve  meals  at  the  Bel¬ 
mont,  but  cafes  are  in  walking 
distance  I  have  heard  that  some  f<riks 
return  there  for  vacation,  year  after 
year,  because  they  cherish  the  quiet. 

Among  my  collection  of  old 
newspapers  is  a  Jackson  Clarion- 
Ledger,  dated  the  date  of  my  wedding, 
September  25,  1955.  The  main 
headline  on  Page  1  is  “Ike  Under  Ox¬ 
ygen  with  Heart  Attack.”  President 
Eisenhower  had  play»l  27  holes  of  golf 
on  Friday,  before  the  attack  on 
Saturday. 

The  story  underneath  that  one 


brings  back  some  days  of  a  South  I 
don’t  like  to  revisit.  The  trial  of  accus¬ 
ed  murderers  of  a  14-year-old  black 
boy,  Emmett  Till,  had  Just  come  to  an 
end. 

Sunday  papers  in  those  days  were 
at  least  three  inches  wider  than  the 
current  ones  and  were  a  combination 
of  the  Clarion-Ledger- Jackson  Daily 
News.  Elach  page  had  eight  narrow 
columns,  separated  by  rules. 

For  that  Sunday,  the  paper’s 
forecast  said,  “Partly  cloudy  with 
gentle  variable  winds ;  expect^  high 
90,  low  70.”  I  remember  it  as  a  plea¬ 
sant  sunny  day. 

Northside  Baptists  (Woodland 
Hills)  in  Jackson  at  3  p.m.  were 
dedicating  a  Sunday  School  annex  on 
the  churl’s  2Sth  anniversary.  ’The 
service  was  an  hour  before  my  wed¬ 
ding  in  the  chapel  of  First  Baptist 
CSiurch. 

The  state’s  “$9  million  dollar 
medical  center”  had  been  dedicated 
the  day  before  in  Jackson. 

’The  Cinderella  Slipper  Shop  at  144 
East  Capitol  Street  advertised 
children’s  shoes  for  $3.98. 

“Crystal  Springs,  Prentiss,  and 
Morton  continue  their  domination  of 
the  Little  Dixie  Conference,”  says  one 
article  in  the  sports  section. 

An  editorial,  “YoUr  Duty  to  Give,” 
says,  “You  cannot  ignore  the  United 
Givers  fund  campaign  and  keep  a 
clear  consciente.”  (T.  M.  Hederman 
was  editor  of  the  Clarion-Ledger  and 
Frederick  Sullens  editor  of  the 
Jackson  Daily  News.) 

The  thick  Society  section  carried 
pictures  of  new  brides.  A  gossip  col¬ 
umn  in  it,  “These  Delightful  People,” 
was  written  by  Lillian  Ball.  If  you 
bought  your  wading  dress  from  the 
Emporium  —  which  I  had  —  Lillian 
Ball  would  be  available  as  free  wed¬ 
ding  consultant.  Daddy  didn’t  like  one 
bit  Mrs.  Ball’s  telling  him  how  to  hold 
my  arm  as  we  walked  down  the  aisle, 
and  he  let  her  know  —  quick  —  he’d 
hold  it  however  he  chose! 

In  this  paper  are  columns  by  peo¬ 
ple  I  hadn’t  thought  about  in  a  long 
time  —  “Dis  and  Dat”  by  Florence 
Sillers  Ogden;  “Hew-itt  to  the  Line  — 
Let  the  Lliips  Fall  Where  they  May,” 
by  Purser  Hewitt;  “Cider  from  me 
Mississippi  Press”  (quotes  from 
newspaiwrs  around  the  state) ;  “Out¬ 
door  Mississippi”  by  Herbert  San¬ 
dusky;  “The  Low  Down  on  the  Higher 
Ups”  ^  Frederick  Sullens.  From  the 
latter,  here’s  an  item  that  was  sand¬ 
wich^  between  notes  on  govern¬ 
ments’  and  others’  doings. 

“In  a  little  town  up  in  Illinois 
hotKewives  baked  10,000  pumpkin  [xes 
to  be  served  at  the  annual  Pum^in 
Festival.  That  brings  from  memory’s 
chamber  a  rh]^e  of  boyhood  days  — 

Pumpkin  pies,  pum^in  pies 

Full  of  flies; 

If  there’s  ai^thing  I  do  despise 

It  is  pumpkin  pies!” 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  Itmger.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


Faithful  service 

Editor: 

Don  McGregor  richly  deserves  the 
laurels  being  laid  at  his  feet  by  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Mississippi,  across  the  USA, 
and  indeed  around  the  world. 

His  retirement  December  31  will 
bring  to  fulfillment  a  distinguished 
career  in  Baptist  journalism.  He  has 
given  faithful  service  in  the  cause  of 
Christ  for  a  third  of  this  century  in 
Mississippi,  (I!alifomia,  and  I^xas. 

In  a  \^nerable,  volatile,  deman¬ 
ding,  rewarding,  exciting,  and  highly 
influential  prof^ion  his  career  has 
been  exemplary.  Like  others  in  this 
unique  calling,  he  has  been  commis- 
sioi^  to  paint  the  thing  as  he  sees  it 
“for  the  (jod  of  things  as  they  are”  He 
has  done  this  with  courage,  fortitude, 
and  credit  to  the  kingdom. 

His  successor,  Guy  Henderson,  will 
need  from  all  of  us  prayers  and  best 
wishes  as  he  takes  up  the  grratest 
challenge  of  his  career  in  C^unstian 
service. 

William  C.  Fields,  retired 
Nashville 

Former  BP  director 
Former  Baptist  Record  editor 
Former  pastor.  First,  Yazoo  City 

Freedom  of  truth  ■ 

Editor: 

The  congregation  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Rollii^  Fork  wishes  to  ex¬ 
press  appreciation  to  Don  McGregor 
to  his  years  of  service  to  Mississippi 
Baptists.  He  has  performed  his  duties 
wim  excellence,  int^rity,  insight,  and 
dedication.  His  editorials  have 
monitored  the  heartbeat  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  Southern  Baptists  with  coura^ 
and  wisdom. 

We  have  been  blessed  with  one  of 
the  finest  editos  among  Southern 
Baptists,  and  possibly  the  best  that 
this  generation  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
can  remember. 

Be  assured  of  our  continued  ap¬ 
preciation  and  best  wishes  for  the 
years  ahead. 

I  believe  Mississippi  Baptists  will 
forgive  us  if  we  make  a  mistake;  I  am 
not  sure  if  they  will  forgive  us  if  we 
don’t  tell  the  truth.  I  am  convinced 
that  “to  tell  the  truth”  has  been  your 
objective.  Truth  really  does  make  you 
free! 

Reese  Kyzar,  pastor 
First  Church,  Rolling  Fork 


you  have  in  the  Arab  Emirates?  His  dants 
response  was  quick.  “I  don’t  really  was 
know.  You  see,  people  are  known  in  Card* 
my  country  as  Buddhists,  Moslems,  nhiav 
and  Christians.  Then  he  concluded  his  in  the 
response  with  this  very  significant  were 
statement :  “Any  person  who  believes  Italia 
in  Christ  as  Lord  and  Master  of  his  in  the 
life,  who  trusts  in  him  for  salvation,  Ma 
and  who  seeks  to  live  by  his  teachings,  in  yo 
he  is  my  brother  and  I  will  pray  for  reade 
him!” 

I  thought,  “How  could  Christian  of  oui 
brotherhood  be  expressed  in  a  finer  pie 
way!”  Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  all  Evan 
Southern  Baptists  would  follow  this  16043 
example  of  this  humble  Arab 
Christian?  ,  t.-. 

Allen  0.  Webb  MlSi 

Pascagoula  Edito 

Entered  evangelism  ma^ 

Editor:  MissL 

After  20  years  in  the  pastoral  ding ; 
ministp',  I  have  entered  the  field  of  in-  outsU 
temational  evangelism  and  missions. ,  state. 


the  Lord  continue  to  bless  your  impor¬ 
tant  work. 

Yours  in  Ctoist, 

Rod  Smith 

Descendants  search 

Editor: 

We  are  trying  to  find  some  descen¬ 
dants  of  Italian  believers  whose  name 
was  C^ereghino  (or  Garbarino  or 
Gardella),  who  went  from  Favale  of 
Chiavari  (our  town)  in  Italy  to  U.S.A. 
in  the  first  years  (rf  1900.  We  know  they 
were  founders  of  some  churches  of 
Italian  people  in  your  country  about 
in  the  years  near  1920. 

May  you  help  us  through  an  advice 
in  your  magazine,  informing  your 
readers  of  our  need? 

We  thank  you  very  much  in  the  love 
of  our  common  Lord. 

Please  reply  to  Chiesa  Oistiana 
Evangelica  Battista  via  Doria  76  — 
16043  CHIAVARI  (GE) 

'The  Pastor 

Miss  Mississippi 

Editor: 

I  am  presently  serving  as  business 
manager  for  Miss  Beth  Howell,  Miss 
Mississippi  1990.  Beth  is  an  outstan¬ 
ding  young  Christian  and  will  be  an 
outstanding  representative  of  our 


My  work  will  be  focused  in 
Nicaragua,  Central  America,  and  in 
the  United  States.  In  Nicaragua  I  will 
be  planting  churches,  training 
pastors,  and  doing  general 
evangelism.  A  part  of  the  work  will  be 
coordinating  medical  and  dental  mis¬ 


used  in  Beth  is  a  member  of  Parkway  Bap- 
a,  and  in  tist  C!hurch  of  Jackson.  She  is  an 
gua  I  will  outstanding  speaker  for  all  groups 
training  and  is  especially  talented  in  speak- 
general  ing/entertaining  youth  groups, 
rk  will  be  The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  let, 
intalmis-  you  know  that  Beth  is  available  to 


Sion  teams  sent  by  the  Baptist  speak  or  entertain  at  a  variety  of 
Medical  and  Dental  Mission  Interna-  functions. 


tional.  I  will  be  available  for  revivals, 
Bible  conferences,  and-other  speaking 
engagements  in  the  United  States. 

Anyone  can  contact  me  at  12 
Pihecrest  Place,  Laurel,  MS  39440.  My 
phone  number  is  601-649-3926. 

’Thanks  for  your  interest  and  may 


If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  please 
contact  me. 

Allen  Derivaux 
Business  Manager 
P.  0.  Box  742 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  39181 
636-6565 


Wise  example 


(Z^evotUmaT^ 

“BigJ  .  .  .  little  you”  syndrome 

)  ^  By  ’Troy  B.  Land 

While  many  of  the  allegories  we  hiirar  are  quite  humorous,  they  are  often 
impressive  borers  (rf  light  upon  the  weaknesses  and  misappropriations  people 
have  A  most  disabling  one  of  those  problems  is  caused  ^  the  misappropria¬ 
tion  of  one’s  imagined  qualities  of  himself  as  opposed  to 
those  of  neighbors  and  associates. 

The  stoiv  was  told  that  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  “looking- 
glass,”  a  former  chanced  to  see  and  buy  one  while  on  a 
necessary  trip  into  town.  Being  most  certain  that  his  wife 
would  attack  his  pride-of-lo(As  if  he  came  home  display¬ 
ing  something  by  which  he  would  be  able  to  see  himself, 
he  hid  it  away  in  the  hayloft  at  his  barn. 

When  the  wife  became  aware  of  her  husband’s  increas¬ 
ing  numbo*  of  visits  to  the  bam,  she  became  suspicious 
and  elected  to  search  out  the  cause  of  her  husband’s  fre- 
Land  quent  trips  thereto.  She  began  by  following  him  at  a 
oistance  and  soon  learned  that  he  was  “seeing  something” 


Leila  Mae  and  I  served  under  the  quent  trips  thereto.  She  began  by  following  him  at  a 

Foreign  Mission  Board  as  interim  distance  and  soon  learned  that  he  was  “seeing  something” 

pastor  of  the  International  Baptist'  in  the  hay. 

LIhurch  of  Munich,  West  Germany,  for  Upon  her  next  opportunity,  while  the  husband  was  away  at  work,  she  went 
one  year,  1965-86.  We  were  there  only  into  the  hayloft  and  walked  right  in>  on  the  full  length  “looking-glass.”  Seeing 
a  short  time  until  a  man  from  the  but  not  recognizing  her  own  startled  image,  she  cried  out,  “Aha,  so  vou  are 


First  issue  of  ABP  released  Sept.  26  iiS!i£ 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  -  The  first 
issue  oi  Associated  Baptist  Press  was 
released  Sept.  26,  1990. 

ABP  is  a  new  news  service  design¬ 
ed  to  cover  the  events  of  Bai^ists 
around  the  world.  Initially,  it  will  be 
circulated  —  primarily  by  FAX  —  to 
about  50  outlets,  including  state 
Southern  Baptist  newspapers,  secular 


newspapers,  and  others. 

ABP  will  use  state  Baptist 
newspapers,  secular  religion 
specialists,  and  others  to  provide  news 
accounts.  In  some  occasions,  the 
stories  will  be  used  and  credited  to  the 
reporter;  in  others,  several  accounts 
will  be  compiled  into  one  story.  In 
other  circumstances,  ABP  will  pro¬ 
vide  on-the-scene  coverage 


United  Arab  Emirates  and  several 
members  of  his  family  started  atten¬ 
ding  our  church  every  Sunday.  He  was 
the  energy  minister  of  his  country.  He 
was  provided  unlimited  rooms  at  the 
Holi^v  Ini^  and  he  hosted  many  ban¬ 
quets  for  his  friends. 

He  stayed  in  Munich  nine  months 
waiting  until  the  outstanding  doctors 
had  him  ready  for  kidney  transplant 
surgery  and  then  for  strength  to 
return  home.  He  came  to  church 
many  times  when  he  required  one 
man  on  each  arm  to  help  him  walk. 

One  day  I  asked  Brother  Joseph 
some  questions  about  Giristianity  in 
his  country.  How  many  Baptists  do 


but  not  recogmzing  her  own  startled  image,  she  cned  out.  Aha,  so ^ou  are 
the  old  hag  my  husband  has  been  meeting  here!” 

Another  woman  once  made  an  appointment  with  a  psychiatrist.  She  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  office  with  a  slice  of  bacon  over  each  ear  and  a  fried  egg  on 
top  of  her  head.  She  explained,  “Doctor,  my  brother  has  a  problem :  I’m  here 
to  talk  with  you  about  him.” 

Pogo,  the  cartoon  character,  once  said,  “I  is  jus’  seen  the  enemy,  and  it  are 
us!”  How  often  true! 

One  of  the  most  devastating  destroyers  of  what  mankind  might  have  been 
is  the  “big  I . . .  little  you”  syndrome  Alas,  how  dreadful  when  one  “cannot 
see  the  fcaest  for  the  trees.”  Provniw  16:18  says,  “Pride  goeth  before  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  a  haughty  spirit  befene  a  fall.” 

One  of  the  most  precious  lessons  for  life  is  given  in  Matthew  7:4, 5,  . .  how 
wilt  thou  say  to  thy  brother.  ‘Let  me  pull  out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye;  and, 
behold,  a  beam  is  in  thine  own  eye?' 

‘Thou  hypocrite,  first  cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye;  and  then  shalt 
thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother’s  ey^” 

Land  is  pastor.  Trinity  Chnrch,  West  Point. 
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Revival  dates 


First  Church,  Crystal  Springs  First  Church  (Alcorn):  Oct.  7-10; 
(Copiah):  Oct.  7-10;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  St^ Martin,  pastor,  Calvary  CSuirch, 
and  7  p.in.;  Mon.-WM.,  7  p.m.;  Clark  Shrevepcart,  La.,  evangelist;  Richard 
Stewart,  Henderson  Road  Church,  Dickerson,  minister  of  music.  First 
Tampa,  Fla.,  evangelist;  Bruce  Har-  Church,  Union  City,  Ttenn.,  music 
dy.  First  (Thurch,  Sanderville,  Ga.,  evangelist;  services,  Sunday  at  10:45 
music;  Joel  Haire,  pastor.  and  7  p.m.;  noon  services,  Mon.-Wed., 

and  7  p.m.;  Dennis  H.  Smith,  pastor. 

Carterville  Church,  Petal 
(Lebanon):  Oct.  7-10;  SuiKlay,  10:30 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Ha^  Lucenay,  First  Church,  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas;  Jerry  Watts,  Myrtle 
Grove  Church,  Pensacola,  Fla., 
music;  Leland  M.  Hogan,  pastor. 


Revival  results 


Staff  changes 


New  Elbethel 


Church,  Oxford  Westside  Church,  Bruce  (Calhoun) 
I  (Lafayette)  recent-  has  called  Bruce  Smith  (rf  EUisville  as 
ly  called  Terrell  minister  of  music,  effective  Sept.  2. 
McGregor  as  pas-  Smith  previously  served  at  West 
tor.  McGregor  was  EUisville  Church  in  youth  music.  He 
ordained  by  C^arey  was  educated  at  Jones  County  Junior 
Springs  Church,  C^U^e,  and  is  presently  attending  the 
Pontotoc  (bounty.  A  University  of  Mississippi.  Buford 
homecoming  ser-  Usry  is  pastor. 


McGregor  am. 


FOR  SALE 

20  GOTHIC  STYLE  LIGHT  FIXTURES 
$50.00  each 
First  Baptist  Church 
701  Main,  Crossett,  Arkansas  71635 


(501)  364-4167 


Mississippi  moderates  hear 
report  on  Atlanta  meeting 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sciiool  ft  Clircli  Fnitire 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
fnraishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Suaday 
School.  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

KVntYTHING  FOR  HBT|R«|I!niT 
THK  STHOOL  ■■■ljB||ttay|||| 
ANDTHURCH 


A  report  on  a  meeting  of  moderates  was  of  particular  concern  to  those  tion  because  “we  would  like  to  see  it.” 
in  August  in  Atlanta  was  a  matter  of  who  spMe.  He  said  reconciliation  depends  on 

interest  to  about  80  Mississippi  The  firing  of  Baptist  Press  editors  SBC  President  Morris  Chapman  as  he 
moderates  Sept.  27  in  Jackson.  AI  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin  also  “enlarges  the  tent.” 

A  panel  of  t^  people  who  had  been  was  a  subject  of  discussion.  He  said  that  except  for  Chapman, 

at  the  Atlanta  gathering  made  Nethery  noted  that  the  Executive'  the  average  Cooperative  Program 
statements  and  answered  questions  Committee  has  the  right  to  do  as  it  gifts  for  the  churdies  of  thepcesidents 
concerning  that  meeting,  and  others  does,  but  she  wants  the  right  to  sup-  of  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention 
gave  testimonies  as  to  their  port  what  she  believes  in.  since  1979  had  t^n  4j>ercent.  Chap- 

impressions.  She  pointed  out  that  in  elections  the  man's  church.  First  Church,  Wichita 

The  panel  members  were  Mary  messenger  system  favors  the  small  Falls,  gives  14.5  percent  through  the 
Jane  Nethery  of  'Dipelo,  retired  ex-  churches  because  there  is  a  Cooperative  Pro^m. 
ecutive  secretary  <rf  the  Tennessee  10-messenger  limit,  and  it  takes  only  Tuten  noted  that  he  is  not  a  politi- 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  and  Ron-  $250  to  qualify  for  one  messenger,  cian  and  would  consider  himself 
nie  Massey,  a  Meriman  businessman.  Therefore,  for  only  $2,500  in  gifts  worse  than  a  fool  if  he  did  less  than 
Nethery  said  that  the  establishment  throu^  the  Cooperative  Program,  a  magnify  the  Word  of  God  in  attemp- 
of  alternate  funding  was  not  an  at-  church  can  have  its  full  complement  ting  to  preach.  He  called  for  a  change 
tempt  to  go  around  the  Cooperative  of  10  messengers.  in  procedures  to  the  extent  that  the 

Program  but  an  attenipt  to  go  around  A  question  was  how  information  can  states  would  elect  tteir  two  members 

the  Southern  Baptist  (Jonvention  Ex-  get  to  the  church  members  because  of  the  SBC  conunittee  on  committees, 
ecutive  Ck>mm1ttee  The  Executive  many  do  not  know  what  is  going  on.  “Who  can  bring  amessage  for  God,” 
Conunittee  is  elected  through  the  cot);  She  respited  that  a  media  olitz  he  said,  “if  the  ^nhedrin  is  looking 
vention  political  process  and  is  the  would  be  in  order  with  the  churches  over  his  shoulder  and  calls  him  to  ac- 
body  that  provides  the  budget  pro-  putting  the  state  paper  in  the  budget  count  for  everything  he  says.” 
posals  to  the  Southern  Baptist  and  the  pastors  encouraging  the  peo-  Baptists  differ  widelv,  he  said,  and 
Convention.  .  pie  to  read  it.  always  will.  He  said  that  the  lowest 

The  diversion  of  funds,  Nethery  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  common  denominator  is  the  belief 
said,  is  not  to  threaten  the  Executive  Church.  Yazoo  City,  introduced  the  that  when  the  Bible  is  put  in  the  hands 
Committee  and  not  to  pull  out  of  the  speaker  of  the  evening,  Joe  Tuten.  of  a  man,  he  can  find  his  way  to  (}od. 
Cooperative  Program  but  to  protect  retired  pastor  of  Calvary  Church.  “The  Bible  stands  on  its  own.”  he 
the  Cooperative  Promm  by  allowing  Jackson.  said. 

a  channel  to  be  used  by  which  funds  In  his  introductory  remarks.  Yates  _ 

can  go  to  entities  which  the  group  pointed  out  that  the  Atlanta  meeting 

desires  to  see  supported.  The  almost  did  not  deal  in  negatives  but  was  all  “It’s  not  what  you’d  do  with  a 
total  defunding  of  the  Baptist  Joint  positive  He  noted  the  comraderie  and  million,  if  riches  should  e’er  be  your 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs  by  the  freedom  and  absence  of  hostility.  lot;  it’s  what  you’re  doing  at  present, 
convention  in  New  Orleans  following  Yates  said  he  hopra  that  no  one  has  with  the  dollar  and  a  quarter  you’^ro 
action  by  the  Executive  Committee  putasidethepossibilityof  reconcilia-  got.” 


HUB  HOMEMiSSICWBOARaSBC 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other  available  funds  of 
Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to  make  dl^  loans  to  Baptist  churches 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildiim  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  quartedy.  The  Bonds  will  be  offered 
with  maturity  dates  varyirra  from  eighteen  months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  in¬ 
terest  rate  will  vary  from  15%  to  11%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as 
set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  Minimum  purchase  le  $500.00. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or  writing; 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC 
ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW;  Atlenta,  QA  30367 
1-600-HMB>BOND  (462-2663) 

This  anrxxjncsment  is  neither  an  offer  to  aeN  nor  a  eoHcRation  of  offers  lo  buy  any  of  these 
•ecurmaa.  The  offering  Is  made  only  by  Proapectus. 

Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  F  issue  of  Home  Mission 
Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds. 


Address 


For  details  —  Fill  out  and  mail  to: 


Actecns  of  First  Church,  Amory,  recently  participated  in 
a  recognition  service.  Pictured,  are  AlHson  Boc^;  Julie  Burto, 
Queen;  Elizabeth  Webb,  Queen;  Katherine  Boozer;  Jennifer 
Greenhaw;  Madalyn  Boozer;  and  Jill  Thornton.  Mrs.  Melvin 
Renfroe  is  Acteen  director  and  Mrs.  Edwards  Bourland  is  WMU 
director.  Ron  Kirland  is  pastor.  . 


Senior  Supplement  Specialist 

217  LIndale  Circle,  Suite  1,  Clinton,  MS  39056 

( 

I 

Name _ _ _ Age.: _ 


Just  for  the  Record 


Tliiirsday.  October  4.  1»90 
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Four  Miasissippians  participate  in  partnership  evangelism  with  Western  Australian 
churches.  Dot  Terry  (left)  First  Church,  Canton;  Rena  Emerson  (3rd  from  right)  First 
Church,  Charleston;  Bill  Barrett  (2nd  from  right)  First  Church,  Lexington;  and  Hudora 
Lewman  (right)  First  Church,  Summit,  are  shown  with  their  host  pastor  John  Ewing 
and  wife,  Sandy,  following  the  victory  banquet  at  the  Parmelian  Hilton,  Perth,  W.  A. 
Ewing  is  pastor  of  the  Beechtx>ro  Baptist  Church,  Beechboro,  W.  A.,  a  surburb  of  Perth. 

These  Mississippians  were  part  of  a  group  of  102  volunteers  from  across  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  who  formed  20  teams  and  spent  two  weeks  in  20  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  of  Western  Australia  in  August,  1990. 


'  Pinevlew  Church,  HatUeeburg  held  a  mission  recognition  service.  Sept.  9. 
Pictured  are,  front  row,  left  to  right.  Erica  Smith,  Candace  Chambliss,  Laura  William¬ 
son,  Jennifer  Lawler,  and  Jessica  Clements.  SecorxJ  row,  left  to  right,  are  Karen  Ryals, 
Kholeen  Clemts,  Lorraine  Oubuisson,  Mandy  Bond,  Scarlett  Kellogg,  Amanda  Smith, 
and  leader  Charlotte  Clemts.  Third  row,  left  to  right,  are  leader  Michelle  Hudson, 
Rebekah  Shurden,  Shondra  Williamson,  Kim  Ryals,  Briget  Clemts,  Tonya  William¬ 
son,  Karen  Collins,  Tabitha  Clemts,  and  leader  Melissa  Clemts. 


Beat  Line  Church,  Philadelphia,  recently  honored  those  with  Sunday  School 
perfect  attendance.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mack  Carney,  pastor;  Brenda  Apper- 
son,  youth  leader;  Chasity  Nowell,  five  years  perfect  attendance;  Virginia  Bates,  older 
children  leader;  Scott  Apperson,  five  years  perfect  attendance;  and  Sterling  Jones, 
Sunday  School  director. 


An  Acteen  Activator  group  from  Greenbrier  Road  Church,  Anniston,  Ala.  con¬ 
ducted  the  first  ever  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Grace  Temple  Church,  North  Gulfport. 
Mrs.  Jean  Knight,  wife  of  Greenbrier  Road’s  pastor,  Jim  Knight,  served  as  coordinator. 
The  "VBS  Link-Up  Plan”  was  used,  involving  local  leaders  who  assisted  and  were 
trained  so  they  can  conduct  the  school  in  future  years.  Grace  Temple  is  the  newest 
black  SBC  congregation  in  the  Gulf  (Doast  Association .  Bobby  Perry  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions.  —  Photo  by  Jim  Oalrymple. 


Silver  Springs  Church,  Osyka 
(Pike)  will  hold  Special  Services,  Oct. 

7  for  the  beginnit^  of  the  new  church 
year.  Theme  for  the  day  will  be  “If  the 
Lord  be  Cxod,  follow  him,”  (I  Kings 
18:21).  Program  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
with  High  Attendance  Day  in  Sunday 
School;  preaching  and  special  music 
at  11;  dinner  in  the  fellowship  hall, 
noon;  spMial  music  in  the  afternoon; 
Lenny  Miller  is  pastor. 

The  Baptist  Women’s  organization 
of  Grace  Memorial  Church,  Tupelo 
(Lee)  recently  set  a  State  Mission  of¬ 
fering  goal  of  $275.  On  the  second  Sun¬ 
day  of  the  {Htimotion,  the  goal  was  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  $116.08. 

Shilirfi  Church,  Port  Gibson  (Union) 
will  celebrate  its  60th  anniversary 
Oct.  14.  Dinner  will  be  served  at  the 
church,  followed  by  a  special  after¬ 
noon  program.  Rick  Bounds  is  pastor. 

’The  youth  choir  of  Emmanuel 
Church,  Ocean  Springs,  concluded  a 
summer  concert  tour  with  the 
musical  iH'esentation  “We  Will  Stand,” 
Sunday,  Aug.  5,  at  their  home  church. 

The  presentation  in  song  and 
testimony  was  under  the  direction  of 
Tim  Johnson,  minister  of  music. 
Members  of  the  tour  choir  were 
Michael  Brady,  Katherine  Decker, 
William  Hollander,  Joel  Jones,  Venus 
Kendrick,  Gerald  Macklin,  George 
Miller,  Timmy  Miller,  Eddie  Powell, 
Michelle  Preston,  Bridgette  Russell, 
’Tracy  Straw,  Angela  Swartz,  David 
'Thomas  Jr.,  Darrell  TVavis,  and  Deva 
TVavis.  Chaperones  were  Mrs.  Pam 
Sherman  and  Mrs.  Cindee  Holloway. 
Sanford  Sherman  is  pastor. 

'The  choir  als^resented  concerts  at 
Diamondhead  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis; 
Sylvarena  CSiurch,  Ralei^;  Calvary 
Church,  Newton;  Mt.  Vernon  CSiurch, 
Newton;  Sandridge  (Church,  Lake; 
and  Heritage  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 

'The  Golden  IViangle  Minister's  Golf 
'Iburnament  will  be  held  Oct.  26  at  the 
Coliunbus  (Country  Qub.  Ckst  is  $25  to 
include  27  holes  of  golf,  golf  carts, 
trophies,  and  lunch.  Tee  off  will  be  9 
a.m.  Field  will  be  limited  to  first  44  to 
reserve  a  place.  Contact  Tim 
Williams,  328-3042  or  Jimmy  Harr¬ 
ington,  328-4765. 

Gum  Grove  Church,  Brookhaven 
(Lincoln)  will  dedicate  its  new 
fellowship  hall,  Sunday,  Oct.  7.  The 
project  was  begun  five  years  ago,  and 
finished  this  summer.  'Die  special 
gram  for  the  day  will  begin  with  First 
Sunday  High  Attendance  Dav  in  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m.  A  sp«K:iaI  service 
will  follow  at  11  a.m.,  with  a  sermon 
dedication;  fellowship  lunch,  noon; 
symbolic  note  burnii^,  1:30  p.m.; 
Sammy  J.  McDonald  is  pastor. 

Churchmen  will  sing 
on  coast 

Every  year  the  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen  tour  within  the  state, 
either  in  the  north,  central  or  south. 
'The  group  rotates  these  areas  so  that 
within  a  three-year  period  th^  will 
have  toured  the  entire  state  'This  year 
the  (Churchmen  will  present  a  concert 
at  First  (Jhurch,  Long  Beach  on  Oct. 

11.  and  First  CJiurch,  Gulfport,  on  Oct. 

12.  Both  concerts  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
Admission  is  free. 


‘SBC:  Hope  for  Reconciliation’ 
topic  of  Samford  program 


BIRMINGHAM  -  “The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention:  Hope  for  Recon¬ 
ciliation”  will  be  the  topic  of  a  discus¬ 
sion  at  Samford  University  'Thursday, 
Oct.  11,  according  to  a  spokesman. 

Participants  will  be  leaders  of  the 
fundamentalist  and  moderate  factions 
of  the  SBC.  The  event,  open  to  the 
public,  will  be  at  7  p.m.  in  Wright 
Onter  Concert  Hall. 

Speakers  are  fundamentalists 
Wayne  Dorsett  and  Paul  Pressler,  and 
moderates  are  Randy  Fields  and 
David  Montoya. 

Dorsett,  pastor  of  Central  Park 
Church  in  Birmingham,  is  president 
of  the  Birmingham  Pastor’s  Right  to 
Life  organization. 

Pressler  is  justice,  14th  Court  of  Ap¬ 


peals,  Houston,  Texas. 

Fields  is  a  San  Antonio,  Texas,  at¬ 
torney;  Baptist  deacon;  and  Baylor 
University  trustee. 

Montoya  is  an  ordained  Baptist 
minister  and  student  at  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

'The  four  speakers  will  be  available 
fw  discussions  with  Samford  students 
on  Friday  morning. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Samford  Student  Government 
Association.  'Todd  Heifner,  a  senior 
from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  SGA 
president. 

Audio  and  perhaps  video  cassettes 
will  be  available  at  cost  from  the  Sam¬ 
ford  University  Student  Government 
Association,  2477,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  35229,  Heifner  said. 


Homecomings 


Two-Mile  Church,  M(Hrton:  Oct.  7; 
morning  services,  10:30;  Odell 
'Thrash,  guest  speaker;  lunch;  and 
singing. 

Gray’s  Creek  Church,  Hernando 
(Northwest):  Oct.  7;  wwship,  11  a.m.; 
dinner,  noon;  gospel  music  program, 
'l:30  p.m.;  Roger  Johns,  pastor. 

Moselle  Memorial  Church,  Moselle 
(Jones):  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  Garland 
Eaves,  former  pastor,  now  at 
Fellowship  (Church,  Mathiston,  guest 
speaker;  mnner  in  the  fellowship  hall, 
noon;  afternoon  service,  1:30  p.m.; 
Michael  Street,  pastor. 

New  Hope  Church,  Carthage 
(Leake):  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  James  H. 
Young  Jr,  speaker;  lunch  served;  fall 
revival  services,  6:30  p.m.  Sunday 
through  Wednesday,  Oct.  10;  nightly 
services  at  7  p.m.  with  Jesse  ^ott, 
guest  speaker;  Bobby  Barfoot,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove  Church,  Lucedale; 
Oct.  7;  Sunday  School,  9:45;  worship, 
11  a.m.;  'Tim  Rayburn,  evangelist; 
Kurtis  Hatcher,  music  evangelist; 
special  service,  6  p.m. 


Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  Sturgis 
(Oktibbeha):  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School, 
10 a.m;  worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  in  the 
fellowship  hall,  noon;  night  services, 
6  p.m. ;  opening  of  the  new  fellowship 
hall  to  be  celebrated;  Larry  Haggard, 
pastor. 

Dry  Creek  Church,  Florence 
(Rankin):  Oct;  14, 10:30 a.m.;  Wilbur 
Webb,  Moorhead,  guest  speaker;  din¬ 
ner  (Ml  the  groundls,  noon;  aftern<x>n 
singing,  1:30  p.m.;  no  night  services; 
Susan  Clark,  Jackson,  guest  singer; 
Jerry  Glass,  pastor. 

New  Salem  Church,  Liberty 
(Mississippi) :  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School, 
10  a.m.;  service,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on 
grounds,  12:30  p.m.;  afternoon  sing¬ 
ing,  2  p.m.;  offering  will  be  taken  for 
building  fund;  no  night  services;  TTie 
New  Continentals,  Liberty,  music; 
David  Fortenberry,  sp^ker;  New 
Salem  started  as  a  mission  and  was 
organized  as  a  church,  October,  1989; 
David  R.  Fortenberry,  pastor. 

Southern  Hills  Church  (Hinds- 
Madison):  Oct.  7;  services,  11  a.m.; 
covered  dish  in  fellowship  hall  at 
noon;  no  night  services;  Glen  Kelly, 
Braxton,  guest  speaker;  John  H. 
Cockrell,  pastor. 


PAYS  100%  OF  ACTUAL  CHARGES* 

Best  Medicare  Supplement  Available  Anywhere** 

Guaranteed  Renewable  For  Life 
Pays  100%  of  hospital  deductible;  all  hospital  co-payments;  ex¬ 
tra  cost  for  private  room;  plus  all  necessary  hospital 
bills  for  up  to  365  days  after  Medicare  stops  paying. 

Pays  100%  of  Part  B  deductible 

*Pays  100%  of  actual  charges  not  paid  by  Medicare,  for  eligible 
Part  B  charges,  with  no  dollar  limit  or  caps  (includes 
doctor  charges  in  or  out  of  hospital). 

Example:  Doctor  bill  —  $10,000;  Medicare  pays  — • 
$2,000;  Policy  pays  —  $8,000;  you  pay  —  $0. 

Excellent  benefits  for  In-Hospital  private  duty  nurse  also  included. 

Reasonably  priced  — 10%  discount  to  joint  husband  and  wife 
applicants. 

**After  more  than  15  years  in  the  business,  we  are  convinced  that 
this  is  the  best  Medicare  Supplement  ever  available  anywhere. 


Address. 


Phone. 


God’s  redemptive  purpose  —  then  s^s  now 

D..  11 _  O _ lAL 


By  Jim  Smith 
Exodus  1-2 

Changes  in  life  are  as  inevitable  as  death 
itself.  All  of  us  at  sometime  in  our  lives  have 
been  involved  in  changes  not  of  our  choosing 
or  noaking.  It  may  have  been 
getting  a  new  teacher  in 
school,  a  new  professor  in 
coU^  or,  mwe  likely,  a  new 
boss  at  work.  Suddenly,  the 
rules  are  changed.  The 
statiif  quo  has  been  upset 
and  thin^  are  now  different. 
You  are  no  longo-  assured  (rf 
yow  position  or  the  relation¬ 
ship  you  previously  oc- 
Smith  cupied.  Now  you  and 
everyone  else  is  maneuver¬ 
ing  for  position  with  the  new  leader.  This  can 
be  a  very  trying  time  for  the  Christian  in  the 
secular  world  where  many  of  the  players  have 
no  qualms  about  the  tactics  tbQ^  use  to  reach 
their  goals.  How  many  times  has  it  happened 
to  you?  A  new  leader  comes  in  and  all  the  old 
agmments  and  understandings  are  no  longer 
in  effect. 

This  is  what  happened  to  the  children  of 
Israel  in  Egypt.  They  had  enjoyed  a  good  life 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

E^rpt  had  been  a  refuge  in  time  of  need,  now 
it  became  a  prison  in  time  of  plenty.  The  new 
king  (pharoah)  did  not  know  Joseph  who  had 
sa^  the  land  from  famine.  He  lo^ed  at  life 
differently  and  ruled  his  kingdom  differently. 
He  decid^  to  make  some  changes  that  he  felt 
would  be  beneficial  to  his  rule.  Out  of  fear  for 
their  increased  numbers,  not  trusting  in  their 
loyalty,  and  probably  because  they  occupied 
some  of  the  best  land  in  Egypt,  the  new  Ung 
sought  to  deal  with  the  Hebrews  in  a  different 
way.  He  sought  to  use  them  to  his  advantage. 
He  stirred  up  the  people  of  his  land  against  the 
Hebrews  so  that  the  Hebrews  were  considered 
enemies,  driven  out  of  their  land  and  enslaved. 

Where  the  Hebrews  had  become  comfortable 
in  the  land  of  Gos  len,  th^  would  soon  face  a 
different  kind  of  Mfe  TTiey  previously  had 
security  as  well  s  a  comfortable  life  and 
material  possessions.  In  that  time  of  prosperi¬ 
ty,  there  is  no  indication  that  they  remembered 
the  God  of  their  fathers  or  called  out  to  hto.  We 
as  Christians  have  that  same  problem  h^y. 
When  things  are  going  well  we  tend  to  forget 


God.  We  want  to  put  him  on  a  shelf  and  out  of 
our  daily  lives  during  times  of  prosperity.  But 
we  had  better  learn  from  the  Bible  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  a  people  forget  God. 

God  allowed  the  Hebrews  to  be  enslaved  so 
that  th^  might  be  hardened  or  pr^red  in 
order  to  be  able  to  fulfill  his  purpose  Tm  Em>- 
tians  afflicted  them  with  many  burdens.  Th^ 
built  the  cities  of  the  pharoah  and  they  tilled 
the  fields.  They  made  brick  with  which  to  build, 
and  moved  the  water  that  irrigated  the  fields. 
They  were  made  to  serve  with  rigor  (severity 
or  hardship). 

But  God  kept  his  hand  upon  them.  The  more 
they  were  oppressed,  the  more  th^r  multiplied 
and  grew  in  strength  and  number.  The  more 
th^r  grew,  the  more  Pharoah  feared  them  un¬ 
til  he  ordered  the  Hebrew  midwives  to  kill  all 
the  sons  bom  to  them.  While  no  one  protested 
the  king’s  order  to  kill  the  sons  of  Israel,  the 
practice  was  certainly  repugnant  to  God.  He  in¬ 
spired  the  midwives  to  fear  him  and  spare  the 
children.  I  believe  the  slaughter  of  thousands 
of  unborn  children  in  the  United  States  today 
raises  just  as  great  a  stench  to  the  nostrils  of 
God.  My  prayer  is  that  we  will  be  forewarned 
that  it  Undle  the  wrath  of  God  against  us  as  a 


nation  by  continu^  this  action  will  place  us 
in  a  conflict  of  wills  that  we  cannot  ^n. 

The  pharoahs  of  Egypt  were  supreme  rulers 
among  their  subjects  but  in  opposition  to  the  om¬ 
nipotence  of  God.  ThQ'  were  like  the  light  of  a 
match  against  the  energy  of  the  rising  sun.  The 
battle  of  wills  between  this  pharoah  and  God 
was  decided  before  the  king  initiated  it.  He  had 
engaged  in  a  conflict  he  could  never  win. 

The  people  of  in  their  oppression 
remember^  him  and  began  to  cry  unto  him. 
One  pharoah  died  and  another  came,  more 
ruthless  than  the  last.  The  relief  that  is  often 
looked,  hoped  and  longed  for  when  a  change  in 
leadership  occurs  did  not  develop  for  the 
Hebrews.  All  hope  for  them  was  gone,  except 
that  to  be  found  in  the  outstretched  arms  of 
God.  God  who  never  abandoned  his  pe(^le  look¬ 
ed  down  and  saw  their  need,  heard  their  cries, 
remembered  his  promise,  and  considered  his 
people  Even  as  the  Hebrews  be^n  to  cry  out 
unto  him,  God  was  preparing  his  instrument  of 
salvation  in  the  person  of  Moses.  The  God  who 
intervened  4,000  years  ago  to  redeem  his  peo¬ 
ple  still  redeems  his  people  today.  It  is  time  for 
you  to  respond  to  G^’s  redemptive  offer. 

Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian. 


The  consequence  of  disobedience  for  Jezebel 


By  Bob  Rogers 
2  Kings  9:1-13 

In  August  1974, 1  was  a  teenager  singing  in 
a  youth  choir  musical  when  (5od  called  me  to 
preach.  Our  choir  was  on  a  week-long  tour,  and 
the  director  had  asked  for 
volunteers  to  give  their 
testimonies  each  night.  I 
spoke  every  night.  As  the 
week  drew  to  a  close,  I  felt 
the  overwhelming  convic¬ 
tion  that  God  wanted  me  to 
dedicate  my  life  to 
spreading  his  message  of 
salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ.  FYom  the  moment  I 
Rogers  “***  “yes,”  there  was  never 
a  doubt  that  God  called  me. 
This  assurance  carried  me  through  collie, 
seminary,  and  into  my  first  church  staff  work 
with  a  clear  sense  of  direction.  The  youth  pro¬ 
phet  and  the  new  king  in  this  Sunday’s  lesson, 
2  Kings  9:1-13,  both  experienced  a  clear  call 
from  God  and  ob^red.  But  for  the  sinful  fami¬ 
ly  of  Jezebel,  who  ignored  the  words  of 
there  were  grave  consequences. 

Elisha  the  prtmhet,  successor  of  Elijah,  sent 
“one  of  the  childlren  of  the  prophets”  (vs.  1)  to 
Ramoth-gilead  to  fulfill  a  dangerous  mission. 


UNIFORM 

This  young  pr(^)het  was  to  privately  anoint  Jehu 
as  king  over  Israel,  and  thCT  “open  the  door,  and 
flee”  (ys,  3).  The  prophet  was  risking  his  life 
to  do  this,  because  Jehoram  ( Joram)  was  king, 
and  would  consider  the  anointing  to  be  treason. 
This  was  the  only  time  a  king  was  anointed  by 
a  prophet  over  the  Northern  Kingdom.  God’s 
patience  with  the  evil  dynasty  of  Omri,  Ahab, 
Ahaziah  and  Jehoram  was  gone;  and  it  was 
time  for  a  new  king  to  destroy  this  dynasty  and 
the  wicked  queen-mother,  Jezebel. 

One  Hebrew  tradition  identified  the  young 
prophet  in  our  text  as  Jonah.  The  book  of  Jonah 
tells  us  that  prophet  ran  away  at  first  from  his 
calling  to  preach  in  Nineveh.  What  a  contrast 
with  the  daring  unnamed  prophet  here  who 
walked  into  the  camp  of  the  military  com¬ 
mander  to  anoint  him  as  king  (vss.  5-6). 
Everyone  in  the  camp  knew  who  he  was,  and 
apparently  they  already  knew  vtdiy  he  came  (vs. 
U),  yet  he  boldly  carried  out  thie  Lord’s  task. 

Jehu  was  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  son  of 
Nimshi  (vs.  2) ;  his  father  is  not  to  be  confused 
with  Judah’s  king  Jehoshairfiat,  son  of  Asa  (1 
Kings  22:41).  Jehu  was  most  likely  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  Israel’s  army.  They  had 


beoi  in  battle  at  Ramoth-gilead  against  Hazael, 
king  of  Syria,  but  King  Jehoram  (Joram)  was 
wounded,  and  had  refitted  to  Jezreel  to  heal 
(2  Kings  8:28-29).  So  while  the  king  was  away, 
Elisha  seized  the  opportunity  to  have  Jehu 
anointed  as  the  new  king.  Jehu  did  well  in  the 
years  to  come  as  king,  although  not  as  well  as 
God  wanted  (2  Kings  10:30-31).  In  the  difficult 
times  ahead,  Jehu  could  always  look  back  with 
certainty  to  the  call  and  anointing  he  received 
from  God.  Every  (Christian  is  not  only  called 
to  faith  in  CTirist,  but  also  to  a  ministry  (1  Cor¬ 
inthians  12:7;  2  Corinthians  5:18).  We,  too^  must 
hear  God’s  call  and  move  in  faith  to  obey  him. 

In  stupendous  cmitrast  to  the  commission  and 
call  of  the  prophet  and  king  stands  the  horri¬ 
ble  consequences  for  the  rulers  who  refused  to 
hear  God.  As  we  saw  two  weeks  ago,  Ahab  and 
Jezebel  cared  nothing  for  the  Lord;  but  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  use  reli^on  as  an  excuse  to  kill 
Naboth  and  steal  his  vineyard  in  Jezreel.  The 
profit  Elijah  met  Ahab  in  Naboth’s  vineyard 
and  warned,  “in  the  [dace  whoe  dogs  licted  the 
blood  of  Naboth  shall  dogs  lick  thy  blood”  (1 
Kings  21:19).  This  was  fulfilled  in  1  Kings 
22:37-38,  and  now  the  same  was  to  be  fulfilled 
for  Jezebel  by  the  hand  of  Jehu. 

Jehu  was  told  to  “smite  the  house  of  Ahab” 
to  “avenge  the  blood  of  my  servants  the  pro- 


Events  surrounding  Jesus’  birth 


phets”  who  were  killed  by  Jezebel  (vs.  7).  Not 
a  single  man  was  to  be  left  alive  (the  graphic 
phrase  in  verse  8  in  the  King  James  V^ion  was 
to  the  literal  Hebrew  idiom  for  “male”).  Elisha’9 
proph^  in  verse  10  was  a  statement  of  Elii^’s 
word  in  1  Kings  21:23  that  the  dogs  would  eat 
Jezebel  in  Jezreel.  The  Hebrew  word  order 
stressed  her  name:  “and  Jezebel  the  dogs  shall 
eat.”  The  terrifying  consequence  of  her  crimes 
came  to  pass  quickly,  as  was  reported  in  ^e 
rest  of  the  chapter. 

This  chapter  in  the  Bible  allows  no  easy 
response  to  (5od.  There  is  only  a  choice  between 
a  dangerous  call  to  obey  (in  the  case  of  the 
young  prophet  and  the  new  king),  or  the  dead¬ 
ly  consequence  of  disobedience  (in  the  ca^  of 
Jezebel  and  her  family).  There  is  no  easy 
choice  today.  God  does  not  call  us  to  te  arm¬ 
chair  (Tuistians  or  p^  potato  onlookers  in  the 
kingdom.  Obedience  is  not  easy,  ^t  it  is  rewar¬ 
ding.  In  contrast,  how  hideous  are  the  conse- 
quen<^  of  disob^ence! 

Invite  jmir  pastor  to  your  Sunday  School 
cla^  to  share  his  testimony  of  his  calling,  and 
i^te  somMne  who  has  had  a  radical  conver¬ 
sion  experience  to  share  the  consequences  of 
his  fcMTner  lifestyle  Ccxnpare  th^  experiences 
to  2  Kings  9. 

Rogers  is  pastor.  Calvary  Church,  Gloster. 


By  Lannie  Wilbourn 
Luke  1:13-16,  34-36;  2:25-32,  52 
Angels  are  usually  good  attention-getters. 
Zechariah  and  Mary  gave  rapt  attention  to 
Gabriel  who  brou^t  C^’s  message  to  them. 

Zechariah  was  startled  to 
see  Gabriel  by  the  altar  in 
the  temple.  Would  you  be 
surprised  to  see  an  an«l  by 
the  communion  table  dining 
Sunday  morning  worshi]^ 
Mary's  encounter  with 
Gabriel  came  during  an  or¬ 
dinary  day  in  her  hometown 
of  Nazareth.  Each  one  was 
reassured  by,  “Do  not  be 

WUboum  That  seems  a 

necessary  message  for  or¬ 
dinary  pet^le  encountering  an  angel.  Gabriel’s 
message  was  of  redemption  through  a  saviour. 

Zechariah  was  serving  his  rotation  in  the 
temple  service.  He  had  (rffered  prayer  for  the 
redemption  of  the  nation  in  the  ourtong  of  the 
incense  We  may  suspect  that  he  might  have 
breathed  that  oft  repeated  request  for  a  son 
while  in  the  temple.  Both  prayers  were 
answered  tpr  the  angelk  message  His  son  would 
serve  God  in  a  different  way  by  turn  the  hearts 
of  the  people  back  to  God.  John’s  work  would 
prepare  the  way  for  the  Messiah.  It  was  com¬ 
mon  for  a  king  to  send  a  work  crew  ahead  of 
-his  traveling  party  to  smooth  the  road.  Just  in 
advance  of  dw  kingk  procession  hearaids  would 


BIBLE  BOOK 

loudly  announce  the  coming  of  the  royal  per¬ 
son.  This  fit  the  description  of  the  work  John 
would  do  in  preparation  for  the  Messiah.  TTiis 
special  service  for  God  required  a  special  per¬ 
son.  John  (the  name  means  “gracious  gift  from 
God”)  would  live  under  vows  similar  to  thoM 
of  the  Norites  ot  the  Old  Ihstament.  He  would 
never  drink  wine,  which  was  made  from  grapes, 
or  “other  fermented  drink”  (vs.  15,  NIV). 

The  angel’s  instruction  concerning  John’s 
abstinence  from  strong  drink  because  of  his 
service  and  devotion  to  God  challenges  us  to 
commit  ourselves  to  a  drug-free  life  We  are  to 
face  the  challenge  of  life  with  the  joy  and 
strength  given  by  God.  Our  inspiration  and  in¬ 
toxication  comes  from  the  Holy  Spirit  rather 
than  from  any  earthly  source  Jotm  would  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  from  birth.  In  the  Old 
Itetament  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  in¬ 
dividuals  for  a  specified  time  and/or  a  special 
task.  “FYiMn  birm”  was  an  unusual  experience 
of  the  coming  of  the  Sinrit  of  God  but  Joto 
would  announce  a  uniqw  person. 

Mary  was  a  simple  peasant  girl  given  the  uni¬ 


explain  the  miracle  of  human  conception 
through  the  stages  of  the  process  are  known. 
Howver,  Mary  certainly  knew  Genesis  1:2 
“. .  and  the  Spirit  of  God  was  hovering  over  the 
waters.”  Since  the  Holy  Spirit  was  involved  in 
the  creation  of  the  earth,  he  could  certainly 
cause  creation  of  life  within  Mary  as  he  ‘Over¬ 
shadowed”  her.  Gabriel  had  calmed  Mary’s 
fears  in  the  beginning  of  their  conversation.  At 
the  end  of  the  conversation  he  strengthens  her 
faith  with  the  news  of  Elizabeth’s  pregnancy. 
We  can  believe  that  Mary  would  have  thought 
of  Sarah  giving  birth  to  Issac  in  her  old  age  as 
a  miracle  of  God.  God  was  repeating  that 
miracle  to  show  he  was  stiU  in  the  miracle 
working iHisiness.  Mary’s  faith  for  the  unique 
task  of  mothering  the  son  of  God  was 
strengthening  through  a  visit  with  Elizabeth. 
We  are  strengthening  in  our  faith  by  knowing 
what  God  is  doing  in  someone  else’s  life 
A  priest,  a  peasant  giral,  and  a  layman  are 
all  involved  in  the  events  of  Jesus’  birth.  Simeon 
was  a  senior  adult  layman.  He  was  patient  and 


persistent  in  his  faith  that  (jod  would  answer 
the  needs  of  his  people  in  difficult  times.  The 
nation  was  politically  oppr«sed,  spiritually 
repressed,  and  religiously  disposs^sed.  But  the 
layman  was  faithful!  His  vision  of  God’s  work 
included  the  Gentiles  receiving  the  message  (rf 
redemption.  The  “clerBr”  of  the  time  were  far 
more  restricted  in  their  vision.  We  need  men 
like  Simemi  who  are  “righteous  and  devout.”  He 
was  ri^t  in  his  relationship  to  God  and  depen¬ 
dable  in  his  duties  for  (jiod. 

Jesus’  growth  as  described  in  2:40  and  52  pro¬ 
vides  help  for  us.  His  development  is  describ¬ 
ed  in  terms  of  physical,  mental,  emotional,  and 
spiritual  growth.  Since  Luke  was  a  medical  dM- 
tor,  this  description  was  not  accidental.  It  is  a 
doctor’s  brief  summary  of  healthy  balanced 
growth.  Jesus’  balanced  pattern  of  growth 
should  motivated  us  to  cultivate  our  own 
balanced  growth  to  “become  mature”  (Eph. 
4:13). 

Wilbourn  is  pastor,  Pinelake  Church, 
Brandon. 
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tioned  Gabriel  as  to  how  such  a  thing  was  possi¬ 
ble  An  act  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would  accomplish 
the  miraculous  conc^on.  Science  stil]  cannot 


Rachel  DuBard,  missionary  to 
Liberia,  is  in  the  States  (address:  Rt. 
1,  Box  87,  CarroUtim,  Miss.  38917).  A 


Betty  Hart,  missionary  to  Chile,  is 
on  the  field  (address:  Casilla  197,  An¬ 
tofagasta,  Chile).  Born  in  New 


native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  bom  m  Orleans,  La.,  she  grew  up  in  Sandv 
Carroll  County  andUved  in  Jefferson.  Hook.  ^ 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memop^.  Mapy  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  othos 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  boom;  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

i  i  .d  rfAAA  Mri.  ABc«  H.  Bowman  Mn.  MUdnd  DawklM 

July  1,  1990  -  Mr.  E.  N.  Rom,  Jr.  Mr.  a  Mra.  Bill  Harpole 

lialu  ‘li  loan  Mra.  Clara  BraMh  Ma.  Mary  Dean 

alUiy  O  I ,  I99U  Pa  Jackson  a  Connie  Mr.  a  Mrs.  Pate  Brown.  Jr. 


MEMORIALS 

Alice  WiggiBs 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  BiUy  W. 
Breithaupt 

Mr.  WUUam  Martin  WUUaaia 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  FBC 
Marks 

Mrs.  WaiMa  Wilson 
Mrs.  T.  A.  WUtshire  a  Edith 
Meiiasa  WlaneM 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mrs.  Flora  Winstead 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Mrs.  IdeU  Winter 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  David  Childers 
Ruth  Pate  Womack 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  E.  Womack 
Mrs.  Coraeihn  Wood 
Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
BUbo  Wright 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Frank  Vickers 
Mr.  Comer  YeatU 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Smith 
Wayne  Young 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  J.  J.  Lorick 

August  1,  1990  - 
August  31,  1990 

Mrs.  Jean  Aarou 
Mr.  Charles  Aaron 
Mrs.  Ola  AhboU 
John  Harville 
Mr.  Jim  Ahrams 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  George  Gatewood 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Adams 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  Francis  Addis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jimmie  Poole 
Mr.  waiter  N.  Ahrens 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Neil  Wrenn 
Ms.  Lottie  Mae  Abridge 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Andrew 
“  Churchwell 
Ms.  Amanda  Anderson 
Marguerite,  Bonita  a  Hayden 
Jones 

Mr.  W.  J.  Andress.  Jr. 

Jim  a  Miriam  McIntosh 
Michael  Ascione 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Harmon  Dawkins 
Mr.  E.  Back  Baine 
Mr.  Alanson  V.  Thmbough 
Mr.  James  Baker 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Lonnie  Sims 
Mrs.  Sleety  Banner 
Mrs.  Eva  Bell 
Mrs.  Rae  Bales 
Mr.  M.  H.  ANderson 
Mrs.  Raye  H.  Bates 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooley 
Mr.  Stewart  Beatty 
Siloam  Baptist  Church  Choir, 
Maadville 
Mr.  R.  W.  Belk 
Miss  Bessie  Weaver 
Dorothy  W.  Thompson 
MrsJae  Bennett 
Barney  a  Myrtice  Cook 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Barney  Cook 
Mrs.  Louise  Bennett 
W.  J.  a  Anna  Simmons 
Mr.  Bemell  Berry 
Ms.  Mildred  Whitten 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Mr  Harry  Riggers 
Missy  McCollum 
Mrs.  Margaret  R.  Black 
Jimmy  a  Judy  Pryor 
Mr  a  Mrs.  C.  W  Makamson 
Mr.  Carl  Rond 
Sue  Reynolds  a  Claudine 
Davis 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Edward  Elward 
Mrs.  MIMred  Booth 
Beckv  a  Hank  Peebles 


Mrs.  Alice  H.  Bowman 
Mr.  E.  N.  Ross,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Clara  Branch 
Pa  Jackson  a  Connie 
Mrs.  Esther  Breekenridge 
Cornerstone  Sunday  School 
Class,  Thmple  Baptist 
Church  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Mrs.  Rahye  Brister 
Ms.  Lois  Pate 
Ms.  AlUsoa  Britt 
Ima  S.  Peoples 
Mrs.  Maasie  Dee  Britt 
FBC  Mount  Olive 
Ms.  Mildred  M.  Brock 
Ma.  Rachel  Hooper 
Mr.  Joe  Brown 
Trinity  Baptist  Church, 
Vicksburg.  MS 
Mrs.  Bessie  Bmce 
Mrs.  Alice  S.  Murphey 
WMU,  FBC  Itta  Bena 
Mr.  J.  B.  Brace 
Vhle  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Cleveland,  MS 
Mr.  T.  R.  Buckner 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 
Mr.  Thomas  R.  Buckner 
Mrs.  Ruth  Vhrber 
Mr.  T.  J.  Bailock 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Eric  Whitley 
hb.  Lula  BurkcU 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Tbmmy  Hatton 
Mr.  J.  C.  Butler 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  C.  Carpenter 
Ms.  Vhnessa  Lucille  Byars 
AFriend 

Mr.  Gerald  Byrum 
Mr.  Kyle  CoaU 
Mr.  Alan  Coats 
lb.  LaciHe  W.  CampbeU 
Eldna  L.  Horton 
Dr.  George  Carlsoa 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Paul  Stanley 
Mrs.  Edna  Carper 
Mrs.  Grace  Aahbum 
Mrs.  Carrsli 
Mr.  Dan  King 
Mr.  Marvta  Chester  Carter 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  E.  N.  Ross.  Jr. 
Ms.  Vhgiab  Caaley 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  F.  L  Marvtl 
Mr.  Palmer  Clements 
The  Thlmadge  McNair- 
Family 

Mrs.  Oriene  Cockrell 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mr.  Lindbergh  Cane 
Mrs.  S  R  Gamer 
Mr.  Leslie  Casper 
TEL  Claas,  Spriugfield 
Baptist  Church.  Morton, 
MS 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  CoU 
Mrs.  Lucille  Casper 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Al  Martin 
Mr.  Gleu  D.  CamWi 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Flynt  Hobgood 
Adult  11  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Marion 

Mrs.  Addle  Cothran 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pollan 
Mr.  Eugene  D.  CSa 
Ms.  Laveme  Butler 
Ms.  Evelyn  Morris 
Ms.  Mary  Sherlocfc 
Ma.  Ora  Bell  Anderson 
Ma.  Mary  Lee  Weir 
Ms.  Chrbtine  Thompson 
Ms.  Irma  Clark 
Mrs.  WlWam  CrabUI 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Newman.  Ill 
Mrs.  Marina  J.  Oocker 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Joe  Rutledge 
The  Bobby  Coghlan  Family 
Mr.  a  Mis.  Joe  Rutledge 
The  Bobby  Coghlan  Family 
Mr.  John  Robert  Dakin 
Mr  a  Mrs  Earl  Allen 
Ms.  Alice  RIHatl  Davis 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthew> 

Mrs.  Lottie  Davis 
Mrs.  Jessie  Lewis 


Mrs.  MIMred  Dawkins 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bill  Harpole 
Ms.  Mary  Dean 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Pate  Brmvn,  Jr. 

Mr.  Simpson  Dear 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  James  W.  Henry 
Mrs.  Eariine  Dearman 
Mable  McBay 
Mr.  ODonaM  Dearman 
FeUowship  SS,  FBC 
LeakesviUe 

Mrs.  Julia  Crosby  Davenport 
Meadie  a  Billy  Joe  Williams 
Mrs.  Charles  Dickerson 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  John  Mabry 
Mrs.  Essie  Bel  Dickerson 
John  M.  Purl,  Jr.  a  Amy 
Purl 

Mrs.  Opal  Domeresc 
Mr.  a  Mis.  Earl  GiUon 
Mrs.  Jndy  Boyd  DanaM 
The  Bobby  Coglan  Family 
Ms.  Judy  Boyd  Donald 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  E.  N.  Ross,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Vestelle  Marie  Drummonds 
Ms.  Katie  M.  Hays 


Mrs.  Vsstelle  Drummonds 
Mrs.  Mack  Furlow 
Mr.  Harry  Dnrpee 
Hr.  a  Mrs.  J.  H.  Henry 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Percy  Dyess 
Mrs.  Betty  D.  Franklin 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Percy  Dyess 
Betty  D.  Franklin 
Mrs.  Dyrc 

Mike  a  Kathey  Nipper 
Mrs.  Arnold  Dyie 
Terry  a  Jan  Moody 
Mrs.  AmaU  Daisy  Oyre 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Womack  Smith, 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Arnold  Dyre 
Mr.  Guy  Branscome,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Daisy  Dyre 
Mr.  a  Mis.  Jay  Gore  HI 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Braxter  Irby 
Margaret  M.  Davis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscome, 
Jr. 

Mr.  Aubrey  Engell 
Mr.  Thomas  Roberson 
Mr.  Harlos  Everitt 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Marc  McArthur 
Mrs.  LncHle  (Cooper)  Fairchild 
Iner  McKinion 
Mrs.  Lucille  FairchiM 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  F.  Carmichael 
a  Mrs.  J.  L.  Dearman 
Mr.  C.  E.  Farmer 
Mrs.  Louise  Fuqua 

Mr.  Charles  Emerson  Farmer 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Pleasant 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Farmer 
Mrs.  Roberta  DeFord 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Farmer 
Jacqueline  Breonen  Gaskin 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Farmer,  8r. 

Ms.  Gladys  Ouise 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Cecil  S.  Sharp 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Farmer 
Mr.  Herman  Coats 
Ruth  J.  Yartier 
Mr.  Emerson  Farmer 
Mrs.  Sam  Stebbins 


Mrs.  NImogene  Ferguson 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  Card  a 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  David  Hone 
Mr.  Bruake  Ferris 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Oewayne  Steaens 
Mr.  Ernest  Finch 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Mrs.  Peachie  Finley 
Barney  a  Myrtice  Cook 
Rev.  Henry  Fl^ 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Murry  Dowdle 
Mr,  Hager  Felmar 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Brent 
Ms.  Lsrene  Forbes 
Sue  Reynolds  a  Claudine 
Davis 

Mr.  E.  W.  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  F.  H.  FOrtenberry 
Mrs.  Bertha  Whitmire  Fowler 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  John  R  Shows. 
Amy  a  Kerry  Shows 
Mrs.  K.  B.  Fourier.  Jr. 

William  R.  Ford 
Mrs.  K.  a  Fowler,  Sr. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Barfield,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Mary  &  Freeman 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Hobart  Daniels 
Mr.  James  W.  FulUieve 
Vsiden  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Eddie  Gaddis 
Forest  Baptist  Church, 
Forest,  MS 
Mr.  Eddie  Gaddis.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Homer  Willingham 
Mr.  Triunan  Manning 
Mrs.  Hamp  Pierce 
Mrs.  Jimmie  M.  Lingle 
Mr.  John  Johasaa  Gandy 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  E.  K.  Merritt 
Mrs.  Cleo  Johnson  Garrett 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  J.  Sam  Lackey 
Mrs.  Cleo  Johnson  Garrett 
Flynt  a  Sibyl  Hobgood 
Mrs.  Cleo  Garrett 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Tbm  Williams 
The  Brotherhood.  FBC 
Marion 

Adult  II  Sunday  School,  F3C 
Marian 


Mr.  UarsU  (Mtlou 
Mrs.  Lorene  Canty 
Ms.  EHsaheth  Glamasattao 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Neil  Wrenn 
Mr.  J.  a  GIB 
Mrs.  Sara  Qibb 
Mrs.  Blaachc  Mathews 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  T.  a  Jarman 
Mr.  J.  a  Gill 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  C.  W.  Makamson 
Mrs.  Jesse  Kate  GtImorr 
Mrs.  Alden  McNair 
Mrs.  Mendy  Godfrey 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Henry  N.  Stevens 
Camille  k  Harold  Mcllwain 
Mrs.  Dean  WUaon 
Mr.  Larry  Wilson 
Dr.  G.  E.  Godman 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  Monroe  Stewart, 
WiU  a  Mitchell,  k  Jean 
Arthur 

Dr.  George  Everard  Godman 
Roy  a  Beulah  Manning 
Mr.  Preston  Gordon 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Mr.  Don  Gorton 
Meadie  a  Billy  Joe  Williams 
Grace  Gilmores  Father 
Mrs.  Janelle  Warren 
Grandmother 
Mrs.  Alyne  Smith 
Mrs.  Fanaye  C.  Greenwood 
Ms.  Lucille  CHark  > 

The  TEL  Sunday  School. 

FBC  Richton 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  L.  W.  Adams 
Mrs.  Fannye  CairoU 
Greenwood 

Frank  a  Ann  Jones  k  Sons 
Mrs.  CTara  Griffin 
Ms.  Augusta  Peacock 
Miss  Beulah  Grimes 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Whiter  McDlU 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Triunan  Moore  a 
(>irU 

Mrs.  Currie  a  Joe  a 
Charlotte  Graham 
Mrs.  Beulah  Grimes 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Truman  Moore 


MEMORIAL/HONOR  GIFTS 

Sharing  Your  Love  Through  Living  Gifts 


A  MEMORIAL  or  HONOR  gift  to  The  Baptist 

tChilcjren's  Village  is  a  LIVING  GIFT  because  it  is  an 

investment  in  the  life  of  a  child.  Your  gift  helps  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Children's  Village  share  love,  security,  and  spiritual 
guidance  with  children  in  need  of  hope  and  healing. 

A  memorial  gift  helps  you  in  expressing  your  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  life  of  someone  who  has  died  and 
sympathy_for  the  family  in  their  loss.  An  honor  gift  lets 
you  show  that  same  kind  of  appreciation  for  a  special 
individual  during  his  or  her  lifetime. 

As  s(x>n  as  your  gift  is  received,  the  family  or  honoree 
is  sent  an  appropriate  acknowledgement  (without  men¬ 
tioning  the  amount).  You  receive  an  immediate  “thank 
you"  for  the  gift.  Memorial  and  honor  gifts  are  tax 
deductible.  A  list  of  memorial  and  honor  gift  donors  is 
published  monthly  in  The  Baptist  Record. 

Larger  Memorial  Gifts  to  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  can  be  used  to  set  up  a  permanent 
memorial  fund  in  the  name  of  the  one  being  remembered  and  future  gifts  can  be  added  to  the 
fund.  The  gift  is  invested  as  a  lasting  benefit  to  needy  children  and  the  income  from  that  invest¬ 
ment  is  used  daily  in  the  care  of  boys  and  girls. 

Capital  Memorial  Gifts  are  another  way  to  recognize  a  deceased  friend  or  relative.  A  gift  of 
this  nature  will  be  used  for  major  capital  construction.  The  building  or  facility  may  be  named 
for  the  deceased,  as  a  perpetual  reminder  of  their  life. 

A  representative  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  will  be  happy  to  meet  with  you  personally 
to  discuss  special  memorial  possibilities. 

A  Memorial  or  Honor  Gift  is  appropriate  at  anytime.  Some  of  the  special  occasions  for 
remembering  the  deceased  and  honoring  the  living  are: 

'Easter 

'Mother’s  Day  and  Father’s  Day  * 

'Memorial  Day 
'Graduation  Day 
'Thanksgiving 
'Christmas 
'Birthday 

'Wedding  day  and  anniversary 
'Anniversary  date  of  a  death 

R«nii«mb«r  those  who  have  psssod  on  and  honor  tho  living  hy  helping  hurting 
childran  find  hop#  and  haaiing. 


Ms.  Diana  GrWua  » 

Mn.  HalUa  Cbwte 
Mr.  Ehrhi  Jaa  Haainiant 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mb.  Emaatina  Hance 
Ma.  Esther  Ray 

Mrs.  EmesUne  Dana  lard  Haace 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  (X  Hemphill 
Ms.  Emaatina  Hance 
Ms.  Melba  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Dvis  Hsrdy 
YhleStretBC 
Mrs.  Gladys  Doris  Hardy 
Friaodtiiip  SS,  Yhle  Street 
BC 

Mrs.  Grace  F.  Harkcy 
Mrs.  Roy  B  Fmrles 

Mr.  J.  T.  HarreU 
Jimmy  *  Judy  Pryor 
Mr.  Dwight  Harris 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  Hugh  Harris 
Bible  Leamen  Sunday 
School  Class,  FTrst 
Baptist  Church  West 
Point 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harris 
Mr.  k  Mn.  M.  A.  Hicks 
Mr.  Jabs  L.  Harris 
Mn.  David  R.  Craw 
Mr.  Ryas  Harris 
Forest  Baptist  Church, 

Foreat,  MS 

Mn.  Edna  Mae  Miller 
Mn.  Doris  Haworth 
Mr.  *  Mn  James  T.  Ballard 
Idr.  k  Mn.  Ellis  Koury 
Mr.  Jaaeph  Hayden 
Mn.  Riiby  A.  Sherman 
Mr.  Douglas  Hayward 
Mr.  k  Mn.  E^d  Stanford 
Ma.  Norane  West 
Mr.  Harold  Hammer 
Ruth  Stubbs 

Mr.  k  Mn.  WillUm  Henry.  Sr. 

Mary  L.  LadbaUar 
Mn.  M.  F.  Hicks 
Dr.  k  Mn.  Harry  L.  McLeod 
Mr.  M.  E.  HID 
Mr.  Ii  Mia.  Robert  Havard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Brown 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Rufua  Graves 
Ethel  B.  WilUnon 
Eariyn  M.  MulUm 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Joe  T.  Woodyear. 
Ill 

Mr.  k  Mn  Gene  Seale 
Mn.  Lorena  Dean 
Ruby  S.  Boggan 
Mn.  Thelma  Ruth  Woodyear 
k  Family 

Mr.  Horton  Hillman 
FeHowahip  SS,  FBC 
LenkeaviUe 
Mrs.  Mayme  Haary 
Linda  k  Jim  Sudduth  k 
Fhmily 

Mr.  Lean  Hoffman 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Joe  Manhall 
Mn.  Carolyn  Hollaad 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jamai  Duke 
Mr.  Bab  Hairnet 
Mr.  *  Mn.  Neil  Wrenn 
Mr.  Keilh  Hsyt 
Ruth  Stubbs  k  FamUy 
Mr.  James  Hadssa 
Mn.  Cecil  Boswell 
Mr.  WUlUm  HarU 
Mr.  k  Mn  Donald  Perkins 
Mr.  Jaha  Hntchersaa 
Mn.  W.  R.  Newman.  Ill 
Mr.  Bab  Hyde 
Ma  Mary  F.  wyatt 
Mr.  Bob  Hyde 

Agathilian  SS.  FBC  Jackson 
Mr.  Rabert  Hyde 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  Baldwin  Uoyd 
Mn.  C.  B.  Ingram 
Mn.  Jack  Goley 
Mn.  Mlnaie  M.  lagran 
Wkide  ft  Flo  Roberts 
Mr.  Charles  Jackson 
Ms  Jean  Pnther 
Mr.  Joe  Jackson 
Golden  Circle  Sunday  School. 
FBC  Cryslal  Springs 
Mn.  Joe  A.  Jackson 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Floyd  Howard 
Ms.  Lacy  Jackaan 
Ms  Edna  Earl  Coats 
Dr.  H.  J.  Jacob 
Mr  ft  Mn  Bob  Stephenson 
Dr.  H.  J.  Jacob 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Bob  Stephenaon 
Dr.  Hcory  Jacob 
Mr.  Leroy  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Henry 
McCormick 
Mn.  Susie  G.  Sim- 


(To  be  continued) 


Jerusalem  church 
construction  stalls 


By  Mike  Creswell 

JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  Lack  of  House,  the  ministries  which  include 
money  is  doing  what  arson,  a  bookstore  and  counseling  service, 
firebombs,  robberies,  legal  battles.  Another  bomb  in  1977  broke  windows, 
and  years  of  harassment  could  not  do  but  neither  attack  hurt  anyone. 

—  halting  reconstruction  of  the  Windows  in  Baptist  House  have 
Narkis  Street  Baptist  Congregation’s  been  broken  out  rocks,  bricks  and  Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 
building,  according  to  a  church  metal  pipes  at  least  10  times.  Since  the 
spokesman.  fire,  members  have  worshiped  in  a 

The  310-member  congregation  in  “tent”  made  of  tin-and-fence  walls 
Jerusalem  used  the  last  of  its  and  a  plywood  roof.  On  Oct.  9,  the 
available  construction  funds  in  August  church  will  have  used  this  “tem- 
but  still  needs  $315,000  to  complete  its  porary”  structiu^  for  eight  years, 
building  before  its  permit  expires  next  An  international  congregation  of 
March.  Reconstruction  has  draped  more  than  250  people  meets  Satur^y 
on  since  the  original  chapel,  built  in  momi^;  a  Hebrew-language  con- 
1933,  burned  in  October  1982.  gregation  with  about  60  meets  on 

Authorities  attributed  that  fire  to  Saturday  afternoons, 
arson  carried  out  by  extremists.  No  lb  date,  Narkis  Street  members 
arrests  were  ever  made  in  the  case,  have  raised  about  $950,000  for 
The  church  battled  six  years  for  a  reconstruction;  the  Southern  Baptist 
rebuilding  permit  from  the  local  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  con- 
government.  Getting  the  permit  tributed  about  $235,000. 

Some  church  memb 
have  raised  all  the  mo 
wta  want^  to  M  the  pro^t  outn^t  Anthony,  Sou 

representative  and  B 
flight  the  church  should  be  ^rirut-  ^^o  has  worke< 

ted  to  rebiuld,  ^id  Sou^em  Baptist  gregatiin  for  15  years. 

SInSS1?sJ^  tiie^Sngregation  while 

-nit  lelal  s^le  over  the  permit 
ultimately  reached  Israel’s  supreme  Although  Anthony  d 
court,  where  three  justices  encourag-  ^n@]^ation  s  gen^l  i 
ed  the  Baptist  congregation  to  move  he  said  ^nie  m^bers 
to  a  different  location.  Eventually  the  church,  feeling  they  cai 
case  was  settled  out  of  court  and  the  ~  meet  in  the  tent,  esp 
congregation  stayed  put.  'vinter  ,  _ 

The  church  obtain^  a  permit  in  Others  feel  that  Gw 
March  1988  to  rebuild  its  chapel  only  ^h*  ccst  of  me  mone> 
by  making  major  concessions  on  the  has  before,  A 

building’s  design.  "Die  size  of  the  Mi^  work  has  ^n  do 
building  was  reduced  to  less  than  half  wmoing,  he  said,  ^t 
that  originally  proposed.  The  con-  i"??  Ncatncity,  n 
gregation  agr^  to  meet  unusual  and  oamnwms,  no  endows, 
expensive  requirements  for  sound-  smcc  it  usable, 
proofuig,  including  thick  walls,  insula-  very  disappointir 

tion,  and  a  specially  designed  ceiling,  so  far  under  such  ( 


Hi !  My  name  is  Leslie  Salers.  I  go  grade  I  would  love  to  be  your  pen  pal. 
to  Remus  Church.  I  am  11  years  old  So,  if  you  would  like  to  write,  write  to 
and  I  am  in  the  sixth  grade.  I  go  to  this  address; 

Edinburg  High  Schhool.  I  hope  you  Rt.  1,  Box  339A 

will  write  me  so  we  can  be  friends.  Blue  Springs,  Ms.  38828 

Send  a  picture  of  yourself  and  include 

your  address  and  phone  number.  If  Hi!  My  name  is  Rebecca.  I  am  11 
you  would  like  to  write  me,  write  to;  years  old,  I  go  to  Bethel  Baptist 
Leslie  Salers  Church.  Some  of  my  hobbies  are 

Rt.  8,  Box  161-C  swimming,  riding,  and  others.  If  you 

Carthage,  MS  39051  write  I  will  answer  right  back.  So 

Hi,  please  write  to  me  at; 

My  name  is  Shawnda  Moody.  I’m  11  Rebecca  Pevey 

years  old  and  I  go  to  Knoxville  Bap-  Rt.  2,  Box  31F 

list  Church.  I  am  also  in  the  sixth  Monticello,  Ms.  39654 


Clarke  hosts 
conference 

A  training  conference  for  the 
leadership  of  small  churches  will  take 


Central  Hills  depends 
on  Margaret  Lackey 


By  David  Townsend 
Part  IV 

At  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  One  such  group  is  the  Brotherhood 
near  Kosciusko,  volunteers  are  very  organization  from  Zion  Church,  Pon- 
important  says  Dan  West,  camp  totoc  Association.  Philip  Caples, 
director.  pastor  of  Zion  Church,  relates  an  ex- 

“Our  operating  budget  just  will  not  perience  'The  men  from  Zion  were  not 
provide  enough  fun^  to  pay  the  familiar  with  the  work  of  Central  Hills 
salaries  of  16  counselors,  “so  we  have  when  they  began  their  three-^y  pro¬ 
to  supplement”  our  staff  by  enlisting  ject  in  April.  While  the  Zion  men  l^ilt 
volunteers  to  come  a  week  at  a  time  a  new  foot  bridge,  repaired  another 
and  serve'as  counselors  (tf  chapters  of  bridge,  did  some  wiring  in  the  main 
boys.  We  need  six  volunteers  every  building,  and  some  repair  work  on  a 
week  when  we  are  filled  to  capacity,  pickup  truck,  they  learned  about  the 
It  is  difficult  to  find  that  many  men  ministries  of  Central  Hills.  “I  have 
who  can  turn  loose  their  respon-  been  trying  to  get  the  men  involved  in 
sibilities  and  come;  but  every  week  a  mission  type  activity  for  some 
we  have  one  or  two,  sometimes  three  time,”  Caples  said.  “We  were 
or  four,  who  can.  When  we  are  not  able  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  facili- 
to  enlist  enoi^h  volunteers  for  a  week,  ty.”  Caples  said  they  left  pleased  with 
we  have  to  limit  our  operations  staff  the  knowledge  of  how  well  the  state 
and  put  one  of  those  fellows  in  as  mission  offering  is  used  at  Central 
counselor.  That  hurts  us  because  Hills. 

fewer  people  have  to  do  more  work.  Much  has  been  done  over  the  years 
“Then  for  our  senior  adult  to  provide  a  summer  camp  ministry 
volunteers,  those  who  live  in  their  own  for  boys  in  the  state,  thanks  to  the 
RV’s  and  work  with  us  throughout  the  Margaret  Lackey  Offering ;  and  there 
summer,  we  have  been  blessed  ly  that  is  no  shortage  of  service  opportunities 
resource.  These  retired  people  have  for  the  Baptists  of  Mississippi  at  Cen- 
skills,  knowledge,  and  wisdom  from  tral  Hills, 
their  life’s  vocation,  from  their  own  Tbwnse 
personal  commitment  to  the  Lord,  Woodland 
and  from  their  own  churches  that  . 
gives  us  a  resource  we  could  not  ob-  | 
tain  any  other  way. 

“Many  of  these  men  are  engineers 
or  executives  who  have  retir^  from 
their  vocations.  Many  of  them  are 
laborers  who  have  retired  and  are 
able  to  do  many  things.  Sometimes 
they  have  limitations  b^use  of  their 
health,  but  they  know  how  to  do 
things.  They  can  take  one  or  two 
operations  staffers  and  teach  those 
young  fellows  things  that  they  could 
never  learn  by  theniiselves.  could 
guide  them  through  maintenance  pro¬ 
cedures  that  we  would  never  be  able 
to  do  on  our  own  without  professional 
guidance. 

“Many  of  the  ladies  work  with  us  in 
the  snack  shop  and  in  food  service 
spMial  functions,  and  continues  to  Men  and  women  assist  us  in  the  crafts 
(hive  himself  in  his  own  car  wherever  shop  They  assist  us  with  maintenance 
he  wants  to  go.  work.  They  run  errands  for  us. 

At  a  recent  areawide  senior  adult  thereby  keeping  us  on  the  cam- 
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Ninety-nine  and  a  half,  and  £ 

By  A.  Wayne  Ward 

Fleet  Cooper  Burkett  is  a  most  sibility  was  teaching  15-year-old  boys 
remarkable  man!  He  has  memories  in  Sunday  School ;  he  served  as  direc- 
of  growing  up  on  a  large  farm,  one  of  tor  of  an  Adult  Department  and  as 
the  first  families  to  have  running  chairman  of  ushers.  Following  retire- 
water.  This  was  done  by  installing  a  ment,  he  was  building  superintendent, 
hydraulic  pump  which  forced  water  This  included  not  only  keeping  the 
up  an  85-fo^  grade  into  a  tank.  He  has  buildings  in  good  repair  and  reamn^ 
seen  the  world  move  from  time  when  but  making  furniture  for  children’s 
electricity  and  indoor  plumbing  were  departments  and  even  adding  and 
unique  to  a  period  of  computers  and  removing  wall  ^rtitions.  Burkett 
space  exploration.  retired  from  this  job  when  on  his  last 
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